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The Gathering
Please stand as the procession enters the Nave
Before the Service begins the Dean offers a welcome
The President says
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The President introduces
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.
Remain standing to say
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness, through our own
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all
that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to
the glory of your name. Amen.
The President says
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in
all goodness and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Remain standing as the choir sings

Gloria in Excelsis
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We
praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks
to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father
Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect
Let us pray.
Almighty God,
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help
we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Sit

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading

Acts 8.26-end

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So
he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot,
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to
this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the
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prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He
replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get
in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading
was this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.’
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about
Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the
eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and
the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed
the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Remain seated as the choir sings Psalm 22.25-28
My praise is of thee in the great congregation :
my vows will I perform in the sight of them that fear him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied :
they that seek after the Lord shall praise him; your heart shall live for ever.
All the ends of the world shall remember themselves, and be turned
unto the Lord :
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before him.
For the kingdom is the Lord's : and he is the Governor among the people.
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Stand as the choir sings
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!
How blest are they who have not seen,
and yet whose faith has constant been,
for they eternal life shall win. Alleluya!
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!
Words: Jean Tisserand (d.1494)
Tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

The Gospel

Tune: O FILII ET FILIAE

AM 213

John 15.1-8

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by
the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just
as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide
in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father
is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The organist plays a Gospel fanfare
Once the Sermon has been introduced please sit

Sermon

The Reverend A P Dodd, Vice Dean
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Following the Sermon please stand

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

5

Please sit when the President says ‘Let us pray’

Prayers of Intercession
One of these responses is used
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

And at the end
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The choir sings

The Motet
O salutaris Hostia
Quae coeli pandis ostium.
Bella premunt hostilia;
Da robur, fer auxilium.

O Saving Victim opening wide
The gate of heaven to all below.
Our foes press on from every side;
Thine aid supply, thy strength bestow.

Uni trinoque Domino
Sit sempiterna gloria:
Qui vitam sine termino,
Nobis donet in patria.
Amen.

To Thy great name be endless praise
Immortal Godhead, One in Three;
Oh, grant us endless length of days,
In our true native land with thee.
Amen.

Words: Thomas Aquinas (1225-74)

Music: Edward Elgar (1857-1934)

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
Stand
The President says
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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The Offertory
Please sit
During the Offertory the choir sings the offertory hymn. Please note that
sadly the congregation is currently not allowed to join in the singing
Ye choirs of new Jerusalem,
your sweetest notes employ,
the Paschal victory to hymn
in strains of holy joy.

3 Triumphant in his glory now
his sceptre ruleth all,
earth, heaven, and hell before him bow,
and at his footstool fall.

2 How Judah's Lion burst his chains,
4 While joyful thus his praise we sing,
and crushed the serpent's head;
his mercy we implore,
and brought with him, from death's domains,
into his palace bright to bring
the long-imprisoned dead.
and keep us evermore.
5 All glory to the Father be,
all glory to the Son,
all glory, Holy Ghost, to thee,
while endless ages run.
Alleluia! Amen.
Words: St Fulbert of Chartres (d. 1028)
Tr Robert Campbell (1814-68)

Music: ST FULBERT

Please stand when the thurifer turns to cense the people
The President takes the bread and wine and praises God for his gifts
Creator of all,
you wash away our sins,
you give us new birth by the spirit,
and redeem us in the blood of Christ.
As we celebrate the resurrection.
renew your gift of life within us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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The President praises God for his mighty acts
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:
The choir sings
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory:
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high,
Amen.
The President recalls the Last Supper
Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

8

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
The President says
As we join our prayers with the Church Universal, so we say,
each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Notre Père…
Vater Unser…
Onze Vader…
Padre Nuestro…
Ojcze Nasz…
Baba Yetu…
E to matou Matua…
Ein Tad…

Remain standing for

Breaking of the Bread
The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
The President says
Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
The Body and Blood of Christ. Amen.
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Sit for

The Distribution of Communion
Please remain seated in your place. Communion will be brought to
you by a priest. Please remain seated as you receive Communion.
Please hold out your open hands and the sacrament will be gently
dropped into them by the priest in silence. This is the only way you are
allowed to receive communion at present, you should not make any
contact with the priest’s fingers.
Please ask the priest if you would prefer a blessing or a gluten-free
host.
At this time of infectious disease, Communion is distributed in one kind
only. The Church of England, together with the whole Catholic Church,
teaches that, in receiving in one kind, the entirety of the Sacrament of
our Lord’s Body and Blood is received.
We keep a prayerful silence together during Communion as we
prepare to receive the sacrament and to pray afterwards.
During Communion, the choir may sing the Benedictus and/or Agnus Dei
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

Prayer after Communion
Silence is kept
Stand as the President says
Let us pray.
Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen.
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All then say
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.
The President says
The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Organ Voluntary
Toccata in F BWV 540, Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
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For your safety
Please leave the building straight away after the service,
it is safer to talk outside than to mingle in the building

Please remember to keep social distance at all times
and give one another space as you exit through doorways

Please take this order of service away with you
and dispose of it yourself
There is a retiring collection as you leave to support the Cathedral.
Please give generously.
If you would prefer to make your offering online please visit
www.canterbury-cathedral.org/donate
or use one of the collection boxes or card machines in the Cathedral
We encourage UK tax payers to use the Cathedral’s
Gift Aid envelope, ensuring that you complete all the
sections. The Cathedral will reclaim an extra 25p for
every £1 placed in the envelope. Gift Aid envelopes
are available at the collection points at the doors.
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