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Thursday 14th May 2026 
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Quire  



Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Service 

  
 

The Choral Setting is  

William Byrd (c. 1540-1623), Mass for five voices 
 

Please ask the priest if you require a gluten-free communion wafer 
 

 

Livestreaming 
 

This service will be livestreamed and you may be seen on camera, 

although we will not deliberately take any close-ups of the congregation. 
By attending you agree to be seen in this way.  

If you have any concerns please speak to a member of the clergy. 

 
 

Cover Image:  The Ascension, from the Corona Redemption window 

 

Health and Safety  
 

Much of the present Cathedral was built hundreds of years ago.  Whilst most of 

the parts of this ancient cathedral that are normally open to the public are 
easily accessible for all, the historic stone floor may be unpredictably uneven in 

places, entry to some parts is via stone steps or access ramps of varying 
gradients, and lighting levels may vary. 
 

Please exercise due care and attention before, during and after the service and 

move around with regard for your safety.  The Cathedral is unable to accept 
liability for any personal injury or damage to property unless this is due to our 

own negligence. 

THE COLLECTION is an opportunity to give generously to Canterbury 
Cathedral in response to God’s generosity, and there are many ways to 
give regularly. Use this QR code to make a donation.  
By cash or cheques payable to ‘Canterbury Cathedral’ in Gift Aid 
envelopes - UK taxpayers please fill in the details on the envelope. Or 
you can give a one-off donation at one of our contactless donation 
points in the South Transept after the service. 

 

    Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or 
sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

   An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the Cathedral. 

Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T. 

 

Large print orders of service are available from the stewards 

and virgers. Please ask.



The Gathering 
 

A welcome is offered 
 

Stand to sing 
 

 
   Hail the day that sees him rise,   Alleluia, 

   to his throne above the skies;   Alleluia, 
   Christ, the Lamb for sinners given,   Alleluia, 

   enters now the highest heaven.   Alleluia! 
 

  2There for him high triumph waits; 

   lift your heads, eternal gates. 
   He hath conquered death and sin; 

   take the King of Glory in.  
 

   3Lo, the heaven its Lord receives,   
   yet he loves the earth he leaves: 

   though returning to his throne,   
   still he calls mankind his own.  
 

  4See, he lifts his hands above 
   see, he shows the prints of love; 

   hark, his gracious lips bestow 
   blessings on his church below. 
 

   5Still for us he intercedes, 
   his prevailing death he pleads; 

   near himself prepares our place, 
   he the first-fruits of our race. 
 

   6Lord, though parted from our sight, 
   far above the starry height,  

   grant our hearts may thither rise,  
   seeking thee above the skies.  

 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) and  Tune: LLANFAIR   AM 228 

       Thomas Cotterill (1779-1823) and others  

  

Remain standing 
 

The President says  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating 

with joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from 
the tomb and his defeat of the power of sin and death. He appeared to his 

disciples many times and told them about the kingdom of God. 
 

Today we recall how he returned to his Father, ascending into heaven to take 

his throne over all dominions and powers. Worshipping him in majesty, we 
hear the story of his parting, we are fed with the bread of heaven and we look 

to the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

The Deacon says 
 

Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, 

let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, 

and make our confession to our heavenly Father. 
 

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 
 

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

The President says 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Remain standing as the choir sings 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. Laudamus 
te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias agimus tibi propter 

magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus pater omnipotens. 

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe; Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, qui 
tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe 

deprecationem nostram; qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. 
Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe, 

cum Sancto Spiritu: in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 
  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 

heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 

God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone 

are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect 
 

Let us pray that our risen and ascended Lord will lead us to eternal life. 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord 

Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens, so we in heart and mind may also 
ascend and with him continually dwell; who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Sit  
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading   Acts 1.1-11 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 

there for the promise of the Father. ‘This,’ he said, ‘is what you have heard 
from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit not many days from now.’ 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 

towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who 

has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Remain seated as the choir sings Psalm 47 
 

O clap your hands together, all ye people :  

O sing unto God with the voice of melody. 
 

For the Lord is high, and to be feared :  
he is the great King upon all the earth. 
 

He shall subdue the people under us :  
and the nations under our feet. 
 

He shall choose out an heritage for us :  
even the worship of Jacob, whom he loved. 
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God is gone up with a merry noise :  

and the Lord with the sound of the trump. 
 

O sing praises, sing praises unto our God :  
O sing praises, sing praises unto our King. 
 

For God is the King of all the earth :  
sing ye praises with understanding. 
 

God reigneth over the heathen :  
God sitteth upon his holy seat. 
 

The princes of the people are joined  

unto the people of the God of Abraham :  

for God, which is very high exalted, doth defend the earth,  
as it were with a shield. 
 

Stand as the cantor sings and we respond 

 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord. 

Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

The Gospel  Luke 24.44-53 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you – that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, 

I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.’ 
 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Once the Sermon has been introduced please sit 
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Sermon   The Archdeacon of Canterbury 
 

After the Sermon, a few moments of silence are kept as we reflect on 

what we have heard and then the choir sings  
 

Motet 
 

O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son, Jesu Christ with 

great triumph into heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless; but 

send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place 

where our Saviour Christ is gone before us. Amen. 
 

Words: Collect for the Sunday after Ascension Day (BCP)          Music: Henry Purcell (1659-95) 
     

Please stand to say  
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

The President says 
 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father.’ Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 

The Deacon says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Members of the congregation may greet one another with a sign of 
peace.  Remain standing to sing 

The Offertory Hymn during which the table is 

prepared and the gifts of the people are gathered and 

presented. If you would prefer to give electronically, 
please use the QR code. 
 

When the Thurifer turns to bow to the congregation, all turn to the altar                      

       
 Eternal Monarch, King most high, 
 whose blood hath brought redemption nigh, 

 by whom the death of Death was wrought 
 and conquering grace’s battle fought: 
 

2Ascending to the throne of might, 

 and seated at the Father’s right, 

 all power in heaven is Jesu’s own, 
 that here his manhood had not known. 
 

3Yea, angels tremble when they see 

 how changed is our humanity; 
 for flesh hath purged what flesh had stained, 

 and God, the flesh of God, hath reigned. 
 

 4Be thou our joy and strong defence, 

 who art our future recompense: 
 so shall the light that springs from thee 

 be ours through all eternity. 
 

 5O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
 all praise to thee let earth accord, 

 who art, while endless ages run, 
 with Father and with Spirit One. Amen. 
 

Words: Latin (c. 5th century)                  Tune: GONFALON ROYAL   NEH 128ii 

      Tr. John Mason Neale (1818-66) 
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The President takes the bread and wine and praises God for his gifts  
 

Lord of all and source of our joy, 

receive our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Keep us in the love of Christ 

and bring us to the vision of his glory; 

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good, 

our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ the King of glory. 
 

Born of a woman, he came to the rescue of our human race. 

Dying for us, he trampled death and conquered sin. 
By the glory of his resurrection 

he opened the way to life eternal 

and by his ascension, 
gave us the sure hope 

that where he is we may also be. 
 

Therefore the universe resounds with Easter joy 

and with choirs of angels we sing for ever to your praise: 
 

The choir sings 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.   

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.   
Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Benedictus qui venit  

In nomine Domini. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

The Deacon says 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again. 
 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The President says  
 

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, so we say, 
each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 

Remain standing for  
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 

Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
Now we are raised to new life. 

We were buried in your tomb. 

Now we share in your resurrection. 
Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

The President says 
 

I heard the voice of a great multitude crying, Alleluia. 

The Lord our God has entered into his kingdom. 

Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
Alleluia. 

 

Sit as the President and other ministers begin 

The Distribution of Communion 
 

Please come up for Communion as directed by the stewards. All baptised 

Christians who receive communion in their own church are encouraged to 
receive today. If you are accompanied by children who do not yet receive, 

please bring them with you to receive a blessing. They must not be left on 
their own.   
  

Notre Père… 
 

Vater Unser… 
 

Onze Vader… 
 

Padre Nuestro… 
 

Ojcze Nasz… 
 

Baba Yetu… 
 

E to matou Matua… 
 

Ein Tad… 
 

Πάτερ ἡμῶν 
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If you are not a communicant, you are welcome to come forward at this point 

in the service to receive a blessing, keeping your hands to your sides. Please 
ask the priest if you need a gluten-free host. 
 

We request that you do not intinct (dip) your host in the wine but either 

take a sip from the cup or remain with your head bowed. This is for the 

reasons of good hygiene. 
 

If you wish to receive communion in your place, please let a Steward know. 
 

We keep a prayerful silence during Communion to allow others to prepare to 

receive the sacrament or pray afterwards. 
 

During Communion, the choir sings the Agnus Dei  
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

The President says  
 

Let us pray. 
 

Stand to pray in silence, before the President says 
 

God our Father, 
you have raised our humanity in Christ 

and have fed us with the bread of heaven: 

mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual blessings, 
we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

All then say 
 

We thank you, Lord, 

that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 

prepared for all peoples. 
Amen. 

 

Remain standing 
 

 

 

 

 



11 

Beginning the Novena 
 

The days from Ascension Day to Pentecost are traditionally kept as a ‘Novena’ 

[nine days of prayer] in which, like the disciples, we wait and pray for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.  

 
This worldwide wave of prayer which has spread to over 172 countries around 

the world is rooted in the practice and experience of the earliest church as they 
obeyed Jesus’ command to wait for the outpouring of the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 

The President says 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 
 

As we look to the day of Pentecost, let us devote ourselves to prayer 

that we may be ready for the coming of the Spirit.   
 
 

Silence is kept 

 
 

The President says 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people  
and kindle in us the fire of your love.  

 

All who are led by the Spirit of God  
are children of God and fellow-heirs with Christ.  

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people.  

 
Renew the face of your creation, Lord,  

pouring on us the gifts of your Spirit,  

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 
 

For the creation waits with eager longing  

for the glorious liberty of the children of God.  
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people  

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 
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The Dismissal

   

  See the Conqueror mounts in triumph, 

 See the King in royal state 

 Riding on the clouds his chariot 
 To his heavenly palace gate; 

 Hark! the choirs of angel voices 
 Joyful alleluyas sing, 

  And the portals high are lifted 
 To receive their heavenly King. 
 

2Who is this that comes in glory, 

 With the trump of jubilee? 
 Lord of battles, God of armies, 

 He has gained the victory; 
 He who on the cross did suffer, 

 He who from the grave arose, 
 He has vanquished sin and Satan, 

 He by death has spoiled his foes. 
 
3Thou hast raised our human nature 

 In the clouds to God's right hand; 
 There we sit in heavenly places, 

 There with thee in glory stand; 

 Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 
 Man with God is on the throne; 

 Mighty Lord, in thine ascension 
 We by faith behold our own. 
 

4Glory be to God the Father; 
 Glory be to God the Son, 

 Dying, risen, ascending for us, 
 Who the heavenly realm has won; 

 Glory to the Holy Spirit; 
 To One God in persons Three; 

 Glory both in earth and heaven, 
 Glory, endless glory be. Amen. 

 

Words: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-85)  Tune: REX GLORIAE   NEH 132 
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The Blessing and Dismissal 

The President says 
 

God the Father, 
who has given to his Son the name above every name, 

strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. 

Amen. 
 

God the Son, 
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, 

plead for you at the right hand of the Father. 

Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, 

who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, 
make you faithful servants of Christ our King. 

Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 

The Deacon says 
 

Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit 

go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart 
 

Organ Voluntary    
    
 

 
Usual Pattern of Services for Eastertide 

 
7.30am  

8.00am 

9.15am   
   

11.00am  

12.30pm 
12.30pm 

5.30pm 

Morning Prayer   

Holy Communion 

Morning Prayer 
 

Sung Eucharist  

Holy Communion      
Taizé Prayer 

Choral Evensong              

Monday-Friday 

Daily 

Saturday, Sunday, & 
Bank Holidays 

Sunday 

Wednesday  
Monday (see Music List) 

Daily  
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Safeguarding : Do you need to talk? 

Are you concerned about the safety of a child, young person or 

vulnerable adult?  

Or is there something that you would like to discuss that affects you?  

A safeguarding concern is anything that may impact the safety and wellbeing of 

a child, young person or vulnerable adult; if they are being neglected, harmed 
or at risk of being harmed by others or themselves, and are in need of 

protection. To report a non-emergency safeguarding concern please scan the 
QR code and complete our online form or email safeguarding@canterbury-

cathedral.org  

TO REPORT AN EMERGENCY SAFEGUARDING CONCERN PLEASE  

CONTACT THE CATHEDRAL CONSTABLES OFFICE:   

Located by the main entrance to the Precincts, Christ Church Gate.  

Alternatively, please call 01227 866237  


