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The Second Sunday of Advent 

 

10th December 2023 
 

11.00am 
 

Quire  



Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Service 
 

The Choral Setting is  

Joseph Haydn (1732-1809), Missa Sancti Nicolai 

 
 

 

Please ask the priest if you require a gluten-free communion wafer 
 

Livestreaming 
 

This service will be livestreamed and you may be seen on camera, 

although we will not deliberately take any close-ups of the congregation. 
By attending you agree to be seen in this way.  

If you have any concerns please speak to a member of the clergy. 

 
 

 
Cover Image:  Advent Candles on the steps leading to the Trinity Chapel 

 

 
 

THE COLLECTION is an opportunity to give generously to Canterbury Cathedral in 
response to God’s generosity, and there are many ways to give regularly.  

Parish Giving Scheme – Scan the QR code to make a one-off or 
regular donation to the Cathedral by  
joining the parish giving scheme.  
You can also visit  www.parishgiving.org.uk  

                        or phone 0333 021271 quoting parish code 060606001.  
                        By Text  £5 – text SERVICE to 70560 
                £10 – text SERVICE to 70580 
By cash or cheques payable to ‘Canterbury Cathedral’ in Gift Aid envelopes - UK taxpayers please 
fill in the details on the envelope.  
 

 
 

    Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or 
sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 
   An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the 

Cathedral. Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T. 

 

  Large print orders of service are available from the 

stewards and virgers. Please ask.

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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The Gathering 

 

A welcome is offered 
 

Stand to sing 

 
  
 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 awake and hearken, for he brings 

 glad tidings from the King of kings. 
 
   2Then cleansed be every breast from 
   sin;  

 make straight the way for God within; 
 prepare we in our hearts a home, 

 where such a mighty guest may come. 

 
               5All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

     whose advent sets thy people free, 
     whom with the Father we adore, 

     and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 

Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749)     Tune: WINCHESTER NEW      AM 46 

           Tr John Chandler (1808-76) 

 

The President says  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  3For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

 our refuge and our great reward; 
 without thy grace we waste away, 

   like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
   4To heal the sick stretch out thine 

hand, 

and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore 

earth’s own true loveliness once more.  
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The President introduces  

 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 

So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 

 
Remain standing to say 

 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, 

love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

 
Remain standing as the choir sings 

 

Kyrie Eleison 
 

Kyrie eleison 
Christe eleison 

Kyrie eleison 

 
The President says 

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 

all goodness and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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The Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 
and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Old Testament Reading   Isaiah 40.1-11 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  
A voice cries out: 

‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and 

hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places 
a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 

together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’    
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 

 And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word 
of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your 
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 
 ‘Here is your God!’ 

See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Epistle  2 Peter 3.8-15a 
 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow 
about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not 

wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 

and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that 
is done on it will be disclosed. 

 
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons 

ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 

set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in 
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 

righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these 

things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard 
the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Remain seated as the choir sings Psalm 85.8-13 
 

I will hearken what the Lord God will say concerning me :  

for he shall speak peace unto his people,  
and to his saints, that they turn not again. 
 

For his salvation is nigh them that fear him :  

that glory may dwell in our land. 
 

Mercy and truth are met together :  

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 

Truth shall flourish out of the earth :  

and righteousness hath looked down from heaven. 
 

Yea, the Lord shall shew loving-kindness :  
and our land shall give her increase. 
 

Righteousness shall go before him :  
and he shall direct his going in the way. 
 

Stand as the cantor sings the Alleluia and we respond 
 

 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia. 
 

Remain standing 
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The Gospel  Mark 1.1-8 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way; 

 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight”’, 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 

clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 
sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The organist plays a Gospel fanfare 
 

Once the Sermon has been introduced please sit 
 

Sermon The Reverend Dr T J N Naish, Vice Dean 
 

Following the Sermon please stand  
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven   

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

Please sit or kneel when the President says ‘Let us pray’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

One of these responses is used 
 

Lord, in your mercy      Lord, hear us. 

hear our prayer.       Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

The choir sings  
 

The Motet 
  

A tender shoot has started up from a root of grace, 
as ancient seers imparted from Jesse's holy race: 

It blooms without a blight, blooms in the cold bleak winter, 
turning our darkness into light. 

 
This shoot Isaiah taught us, from Jesse's root should spring; 

The Virgin Mary brought us the branch of which we sing; 

Our God of endless might gave her this child to save us, 
Thus turning darkness into light. 
 

Words: William Bartholomew (1793-1867)  Music: Otto Goldschmidt (1829-1907) 

Translated from the German by Otto Goldschmidt 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Peace 
 

Stand 
 

The President says 
 

God will speak peace to his people, 
to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Members of the congregation greet one another.  
 

Remain standing to sing 

The Offertory Hymn during which the table is prepared and the 

gifts of the people are gathered and presented. 
 

If you would prefer to give by text-message, or use the QR code 

➢ To give £5 – text SERVICE to 70560 
➢ To give £10 – text SERVICE to 70580 

*In addition to any text donation, you will incur your standard network message charge.  

 When the thurifer turns to bow to the congregation, all turn to the altar                                                       

 
 
 Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding; 

   ‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 

   ‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
 O ye children of the day.’ 
 

   2Wakened by the solemn warning, 

 let the earth-bound soul arise; 
 Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling, 

 shines upon the morning skies. 
 

                                   5Honour, glory, might and blessing 

                                  to the Father and the Son, 
                                  with the everlasting Spirit, 

                                  while eternal ages run. 
 

Words: Edward Caswall (1814-78)               Tune: MERTON        AM 38 

           based on 5th or 6th century Latin 

   3Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 

comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

one and all to be forgiven; 
 

   4That when next he comes with glory, 

and the world is wrapped in fear, 
with his mercy he may shield us, 

and with words of love draw near. 
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The President takes the bread and wine and praises God for his gifts  

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; draw us from hatred to love; 

make the frailty of our praise a dwelling place for your glory. Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 

For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 

he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, we now watch for the day 

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
 

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven to proclaim your glory, 

for ever praising you and singing: 
 

The Choir sings 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.   

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.   
Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Benedictus qui venit  

In nomine Domini. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom 

comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The President says  
 

As we join our prayers with the Church Universal, so we say, 
each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Notre Père… 
 

Vater Unser… 
 

Onze Vader… 

 
Padre Nuestro… 

 
Ojcze Nasz… 

 
Baba Yetu… 

 
E to matou Matua… 

 

Ein Tad… 
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Remain standing for  
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

Sit as the President and other ministers begin 
 

The Distribution of Communion 
 

Please come up for Communion as directed by the stewards. All who are 
regular communicants in their own tradition are welcome to receive the 

sacrament. If you are not a communicant, you are welcome to come 

forward at this point in the service to receive a blessing, keeping your 
hands to your sides. Please ask the priest if you need a gluten-free host. 
 

We request that you do not intinct (dip) your host in the wine but 

either take a sip from the cup or remain with your head bowed.  This is 
for the reasons of good hygiene. 
 

If you wish to receive communion without climbing the steps to the High 
Altar, please join the line for the station in the North-East Transept. 
 

We keep a prayerful silence during Communion to allow others to 
prepare to receive the sacrament or pray afterwards. 
 

During Communion, the choir sings the Agnus Dei  
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 

 

 

 



12 

After the Agnus Dei, the congregation is invited to join the choir in 

singing, remaining seated 

 

 Word of justice, alleluia,  
 come to dwell here. Maranatha! 
 

2Word of mercy, alleluia,  
 live among us. Maranatha!  
 

3Word of power, alleluia,  
 live within us. Maranatha!  
 

4Word of freedom, alleluia,  

 save your people. Maranatha! 
 

5Word of healing, alleluia,  

 heal our sorrow. Maranatha! 
 

6Word of comfort, alleluia,  

 bring us hope now. Maranatha!  

7Word of gladness, alleluia,  
 fill our hearts now. Maranatha! 
 

8Word of wisdom, alleluia,  
 come renew us. Maranatha! 
 

9Word we long for, alleluia, 
 Word we thirst for. Maranatha! 
 

10Key of David, alleluia,  

 Son of Mary. Maranatha!  
 

11Cry of prophets, alleluia,  

 hope of ages, Maranatha! 
 

12Light of nations, alleluia, 

 light in darkness. Maranatha! 
 

Words: Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957)   Tune: LITANY OF THE WORD      AM 56 

Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept 
 

Stand as the President moves to the Advent Wreath with members of the 
Sunday Club, and the second candle is lit. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 

Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets, 

but in our days you speak through your Son, 
whom you have appointed the heir of all things. 

Grant us, your people, to walk in his light, 

that we may be found ready and watching 
when he comes again in glory and judgement; 

for you are our light and our salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, 

the prophets said you would bring peace 

and save your people in trouble. 
Give peace in our hearts at Christmas 

and show all the world God's love. 

Amen. 
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The Dismissal   

 
 

   Hills of the North, rejoice, 

   river and mountain-spring, 

   hark to the advent voice; 
   valley and lowland, sing; 

   Christ comes in righteousness and love, 
   he brings salvation from above. 

 
   2Isles of the Southern seas, 

   sing to the listening earth, 
   carry on every breeze 

   hope of a world’s new birth: 
   in Christ shall all be made anew, 

   his word is sure, his promise true. 
 
   3Lands of the East, arise, 
   he is your brightest morn, 

   greet him with joyous eyes, 

   praise shall his path adorn: 
   your seers have longed to know their Lord; 

   to you he comes, the final word. 
 
   4Shores of the utmost West, 
   lands of the setting sun, 

   welcome the heavenly guest 
   in whom the dawn has come: 

   he brings a never-ending light 
   who triumphed o’er our darkest night. 

 
   5Shout, as you journey home; 

   songs be in every mouth, 
   lo, from the North they come, 

   from East and West and South: 

   in Jesus all shall have their rest, 
   in him the universe be blest. 

 
Words: Editors of English Praise (1975)       Tune: LITTLE CORNARD         AM 39 

            based on Charles Ernest Oakley (1832-65) 
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The President says 
 

Christ the Son of Righteousness shine upon you, 

Scatter the darkness from before your path,  
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always; 

Amen. 

 
Go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Organ Voluntary   

JS Bach (1685-1750), Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  

 

 

Tea and coffee will be served in the Clagett Auditorium 
following this morning’s Eucharist. All are very welcome.  

 

Kindly supported by the Friends of Canterbury Cathedral. 
 

To find out more about the Friends visit: 

www.canterbury-cathedral.org/support-us/friends 
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