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THE CATHEDRAL AND METROPOLITICAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, CANTERBURY

Sung Eucharist
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The Day of Thanksgiving for the
Institution of Holy Communion
(Corpus Christi)
Thursday 4 June 2026
5.30pm
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Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Eucharist

The Choral Setting is
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525-94),
Missa Aterna Christi munera

Please ask a priest if you require a gluten-free communion wafer.

Livestreaming

This service will be livestreamed and you may be seen on camera,
although we will not deliberately take any close-ups of the congregation.
By attending you agree to be seen in this way.

If you have any concerns please speak to a member of the clergy.

Cover Image: The Last Supper, Eastern Crypt

Health and Safety

Much of the present Cathedral was built hundreds of years ago. Whilst most of
the parts of this ancient cathedral that are normally open to the public are
easily accessible for all, the historic stone floor may be unpredictably uneven in
places, entry to some parts is via stone steps or access ramps of varying
gradients, and lighting levels may vary.

Please exercise due care and attention before, during and after the service and
move around with regard for your safety. The Cathedral is unable to accept
liability for any personal injury or damage to property unless this is due to our
own negligence.

® . THE COLLECTION is an opportunity to give generously to Canterbury
\rL/ <= Cathedralin response to God’s generosity, and there are many ways to  [=] /52
o, lgl_ give regularly. Use this QR code to make a donation.

<o By cash or cheques payable to ‘Canterbury Cathedral’ in Gift Aid
PARISH envelopes - UK taxpayers please fill in the details on the envelope. Or
SCHEME VYou can give a one-off donation at one of our contactless donation

points in the South Transept after the service.
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Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or
sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services.
Thank you for your co-operation.

An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the
Cathedral. Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T.

stewards and virgers. Please ask.

i La rge pri NT orders of service are available from the




The Gathering

Stand to sing
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Alleluya, sing to Jesus! 3Alleluya, Bread of Angels,
His the sceptre, his the throne; Thou on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluya, his the triumph, Alleluya, here the sinful
His the victory alone: Flee to thee from day to day;
Hark the songs of peaceful Sion Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
Thunder like a mighty flood; Earth's Redeemer, plead for me,
Jesus, out of every nation, Where the songs of all the sinless
Hath redeemed us by his blood. Sweep across the crystal sea.
2Alleluya, not as orphans 4Alleluya, King eternal,
Are we left in sorrow now; Thee the Lord of lords we own;
Alleluya, he is near us, Alleluya, born of Mary,
Faith believes, nor questions how; Earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:
Though the cloud from sight received him,  Thou within the veil hast entered,
When the forty days were o'er, Robed in flesh, our great High Priest;
Shall our hearts forget his promise, Thou on earth both Priest and Victim
'T am with you evermore'? In the Eucharistic Feast.
Words: W Chatterton Dix (1837-98) Tune: HYFRYDOL NEH 271

The President says

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

The President welcomes the congregation



The Deacon introduces

Prayers of Penitence

As we prepare to celebrate the mystery of God’s love,
revealed in Word and Sacrament,
let us call to mind our sins.

Like as the hart longs for flowing streams,
so longs my soul for you, O God:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

O send out your light and your truth,
that they may lead me:

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

May we come to your altar, O God,
the God of our salvation:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

The President says

May almighty God have mercy on you,

forgive you your sins, and bring you to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Remain standing as the choir sings

Gloria in Excelsis

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias agimus
tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus pater
omnipotens. Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe; Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,
Filius Patris, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata
mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram; qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis. Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus
Altissimus, Jesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu: in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God,
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
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The Collect

Let us pray.
Silence is kept

Lord Jesus Christ,

we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament

you have given us the memorial of your passion:

grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of your body and blood
that we may know within ourselves and show forth in our lives

the fruits of your redemption;

for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Sit

The Liturgy of the Word
The Epistle 1 Corinthians 11.23-26

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Remain seated as the choir sings Psalm 116.11-16

What reward shall I give unto the Lord :
for all the benefits that he hath done unto me?

I will receive the cup of salvation :
and call upon the Name of the Lord.

I will pay my vows now in the presence of all his people :
right dear in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.

Behold, O Lord, how that I am thy servant :
I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid;
thou hast broken my bonds in sunder.

I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving :
and will call upon the Name of the Lord.

I will pay my vows unto the Lord, in the sight of all his people :
in the courts of the Lord's house, even in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord.



Stand as the cantor sings the Alleluia and we respond
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Alleluia, Alleluia.

I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord.
Whoever eats of this bread will live forever.

Alleluia.

The Gospel John 6.51-58

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews: ‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for
the life of the world is my flesh.’

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us
his flesh to eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those
who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up
on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the
living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me
will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like
that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread
will live for ever.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Once the homily has been introduced please sit

Homily



After the homily a few moments of silence are kept as we reflect on what
we have heard and then the choir sings

The Motet

Ego sum panis vitae.

Patres vestri manducaverunt
manna in deserto, et mortui sunt.
Hic est panis de coelo decendens:
ut si quis ex ipso manducent non
morietur.

Ego sum panis vivus, qui de coelo
descendens.

Si quis ex ipso manducaverit ex
hoc pane, vivet in aeternum:

et panis quem ego dabo, caro
mea est pro mundi vita.

Alleluia.

Words: John 6.48-52

I am the bread of life.

Your fathers did eat manna in the desert,
and are dead.

This is the bread which cometh down
from heaven; that if any man eat of it,
he may not die.

I am the living bread which came down
from heaven.

If any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever;

and the bread that I will give, is my
flesh, for the life of the world.

Alleluia.

Music: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525-94)

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Stand
The President says

We are the Body of Christ.

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace

and builds up our common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

The Deacon says

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation may greet one another

Remain standing to sing

The Offertory Hymn during which the table is
prepared and the gifts of the people are gathered and
presented. If you would prefer to give electronically,

please use the QR code.




When the Thurifer turns to bow to the congregation, all turn to the altar.
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O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray

that all thy church might be for ever one,
grant us at every Eucharist to say

with longing heart and soul, ‘Thy will be done’:
O, may we all one bread, one body be,
through this blest sacrament of unity.

2For all thy church, O Lord, we intercede;
make thou our sad divisions soon to cease;
draw us the nearer each to each, we plead,
by drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace:
thus may we all one bread, one body be,
through this blest sacrament of unity.

3We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold;
O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep,
back to the faith which saints believed of old,
back to the church which still that faith doth keep:
soon may we all one bread, one body be,
through this blest sacrament of unity.

4So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease,
may we be one with all thy church above,

one with thy saints in one unbroken peace,

one with thy saints in one unbounded love:

more blessed still, in peace and love to be

one with the Trinity in Unity.

Words: William Turton (1856-1938) Tune: SONG 1 AM 460

The President takes the bread and wine and praises God for his gifts

God our sustainer,

receive the gifts we bring before you,

and feed us continually with that bread which satisfies all hunger,
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.



The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation
always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ our great high priest.

He offered himself to you as the Lamb without blemish,
the acceptable gift that gives you perfect praise.

At the Last Supper, seated with his apostles,

he left this memorial of his passion

to bring us its saving power until the end of time.

In this great sacrament you feed your people

and strengthen them in holiness,

so that throughout the world the human family

may be enlightened by one faith

and drawn together in one communion of love.

We come to this foretaste of your heavenly banquet

to be transformed by your grace

and restored in the image and likeness of the risen Christ.
Therefore earth unites with heaven to sing a new song of praise;
we too join with angels and archangels

as they proclaim your glory without end:

The choir sings

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Dominus Deus Sabaoth. God of power and might.

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. @ Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in excelsis. Hosanna in the highest.

Benedictus qui venit Blessed is he who comes

In nomine Domini. in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in excelsis. Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

8



On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.

The Deacon says

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

The President says

As we join our prayers with the Church Universal, so we say,
each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, Notre Pere...
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, Onze Vader...
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Vater Unser...

Padre Nuestro...

Forgive us our sins Ojcze Nasz...

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation Baba Yetu...

but delivgr us from evil. E to matou Matua...
For the kingdom, the power, _

and the glory are yours Ein Tad...

now and for ever. M18TED ARGV
Amen.

Remain standing for

Breaking of the Bread

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The President says

Jesus is the Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Sit as the President and other ministers begin
The Distribution of Communion

Please come up for Communion as directed by the stewards. All baptised
Christians who receive communion in their own church are encouraged to
receive today. If you are accompanied by children who do not yet receive,
please bring them with you to receive a blessing. They must not be left on
their own.
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If you are not a communicant, you are welcome to come forward at this point
in the service to receive a blessing, keeping your hands to your sides. Please
ask the priest if you need a gluten-free host.

We request that you do not intinct (dip) your host in the wine but either
take a sip from the cup or remain with your head bowed. This is for the
reasons of good hygiene.

If you wish to receive communion without climbing the steps to the High Altar,
please inform a steward and you will be able to receive in your place.

We keep a prayerful silence during Communion to allow others to prepare to
receive the sacrament or pray afterwards.

During Communion, the choir sings the Agnus Dei

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Prayer after Communion
Stand as the President says

Let us pray.

Silence is kept

All praise to you, our God and Father,

for you have fed us with the bread of heaven
and quenched our thirst from the true vine:
hear our prayer that, being grafted into Christ,
we may grow together in unity

and feast with him in his kingdom;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All then say

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
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The Dismissal

A - men___

Of the glorious body telling, 3At the last great supper lying

O my tongue, its mysteries sing, Circled by his chosen band,

And the blood, all price excelling, Duly with the law complying,

Which the world’s eternal King, First he finished its command,

In a spotless womb once dwelling, Then, immortal food supplying,

Shed for this world’s ransoming. Gave himself by his own hand.
2Given for us, for us descending, “Word-made-flesh, by word he maketh

Of a virgin to proceed, Bread his very flesh to be;

He with us in converse blending, Each in wine Christ’s blood partaketh:

Scattered he the gospel seed, And if senses fail to see,

Till his sojourn drew to ending, Faith alone the true heart waketh

Which he closed in wondrous deed. To behold the mystery.

>Therefore we, before him bending,
This great sacrament revere:

Types and shadows have their ending,
For the newer rite is here;

Faith, our outward sense befriending,
Makes the inward vision clear.

5Glory let us give and blessing

To the Father and the Son,

Honour, might and praise addressing,
While eternal ages run;

Ever too his love confessing,

Who, from both, with both is one. Amen.

Words: Thomas Aquinas (1227-74) Tune: PANGE LINGUA NEH 268
tr J.M. Neale (1818-66) and others
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The Blessing

The President says

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread,
make you one in praise and love,
and raise you up at the last day;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The Deacon says

Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.

All remain standing as the clergy depart

Organ Voluntary

7.30am
8.00am
9.15am

11.00am
12.30pm
12.30pm
5.30pm

Usual Pattern of Services

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

Sung Eucharist
Holy Communion
Taizé Prayer
Choral Evensong

Monday-Friday

Daily

Saturday, Sunday, &
Bank Holidays

Sunday

Wednesday

Monday (see Music List)
Daily
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Safeguarding : Do you need to talk?

Are you concerned about the safety of a child, young person or
vulnerable aduilt?

Or is there something that you would like to discuss that affects you?

A safeguarding concern is anything that may impact the safety and wellbeing of
a child, young person or vulnerable adult; if they are being neglected, harmed
or at risk of being harmed by others or themselves, and are in need of
protection. To report a non-emergency safeguarding concern please scan the
QR code and complete our online form or email safeguarding@canterbury-
cathedral.org

TO REPORT AN EMERGENCY SAFEGUARDING CONCERN PLEASE

CONTACT THE CATHEDRAL CONSTABLES OFFICE:
Located by the main entrance to the Precincts, Christ Church Gate.

Alternatively, please call 01227 866237

%@ As part of our commitment to the care of the environment in our world,
this Order of Service is printed on unbleached 100% recycled paper.

Some of this material is copyright: © Archbishops’ Council, 2000
© Archbishops’ Council, 2006
Hymns and songs reproduced under CCLI number: 1031280

Produced by the Music & Liturgy Department:
precentor@canterbury-cathedral.org
01227 865281

www.canterbury-cathedral.org
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