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The Gathering 

 

A welcome is offered 
 

Stand to sing 

 

Fling wide the gates, unbar the ancient doors; 
salute your king in his triumphant cause! 

 

 Now all the world belongs to Christ our Lord: 
 let all creation greet the living Word! 
 

2Who has the right to worship him today? 

 All those who gladly serve him and obey. 
 

3He comes to save all those who trust his name, 

 and will declare them free from guilt and shame. 
 

4Who is the victor glorious from the fight? 

 He is our king, our life, our Lord, our right! 
 

Words: Michael Perry (1942-96)   Tune: CRUCIFER    AM 35 
 
 

The President says  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord of glory be with you. 

The Lord bless you. 
 

The President introduces the service  
 

Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Now we recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple, 

when he was offered to the Father and shown to his people. As a sign of 

his coming among us, his mother was purified, as we now come to him 
for cleansing. In their old age Simeon and Anna recognised him as their 

Lord, as we today sing of his glory. In this Eucharist, we celebrate both 

the joy of his coming and his searching judgement, looking back to the 
day of his birth and forward to the coming days of his passion. 

 
 

 



3 

Remain standing as the choir sings 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. Laudamus te, 
benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias agimus tibi propter 

magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus pater omnipotens. 
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe; Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, qui 

tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe 

deprecationem nostram; qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. Quoniam 
tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe, cum Sancto 

Spiritu: in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 
  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly 

King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 

God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at 
the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  

The Collect 
 

Grateful for the glory revealed today through God made flesh, 

let us pray. 
 

We pray in silence, then the president says 
 

Almighty and ever-living God,  
clothed in majesty, 

whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, 

in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you  

with pure and clean hearts, 

by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Sit  
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

New Testament Reading   Hebrews 2.14-18 
 

Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 

death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 
by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 

descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and 
sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
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in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 

people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help 
those who are being tested. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Remain seated as the choir sings Psalm 24 

The earth is the Lord's, and all that therein is :  

the compass of the world, and they that dwell therein. 
 

For he hath founded it upon the seas :  

and prepared it upon the floods. 
 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord :  
or who shall rise up in his holy place? 
 

Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure heart :  
and that hath not lift up his mind unto vanity,  

nor sworn to deceive his neighbour. 
 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord:  
and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
 

This is the generation of them that seek him :  
even of them that seek thy face, O Jacob. 
 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors :  

and the King of glory shall come in. 
 

Who is the King of glory :  

it is the Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle. 
 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors :  

and the King of glory shall come in. 
 

Who is the King of glory :  
even the Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 
 

Stand as the cantor sings the Alleluia and we respond 

 
 

These acclamations are said 
 

Today the Lord is presented in the Temple 

in substance of our mortal nature. 

Alleluia! 
Today the Blessed Virgin comes 

to be purified in accordance with the law. 

Alleluia! 
Today old Simeon proclaims Christ 

as the light of the nations and the glory of Israel. 

Alleluia! 
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The Gospel  Luke 2.22-40 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary 
and Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy 
to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law 

of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’  
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 

Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 

to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying,  

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence 

of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.’  
 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 

him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 

be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.’  
 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 

but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  
 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, 

filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The organist plays a Gospel fanfare 
 

Once the Sermon has been introduced please sit 
 

Sermon    The Reverend Dr T J N Naish, Vice Dean 
 

Following the Sermon please stand  
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven   

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

Please sit when the President says ‘Let us pray to the Father through 
Christ our light and life.’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

This response is used 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.      
 

And at the end 
 

Almighty Father, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna, and showed 
them the infant King. Give us grace to trust your promises, and patience 

to wait for their fulfilment;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The choir sings  
 

The Motet  
 

In a world where people walk in 

darkness, 
Let us turn our faces to the light, 

to the light of God revealed in Jesus, 
to the Daystar scattering our night. 
For the light is stronger than the 

darkness 
And the day will overcome the night. 

Though the shadows linger all around us, 
Let us turn our faces to the light. 
 

In a world where suff'ring of the helpless 

Casts a shadow all along the way, 
Let us bear the Cross of Christ with 

gladness 
And proclaim the dawning of the day. 
For the light is stronger than the 

darkness 
And the day will overcome the night. 

Though the shadows linger all around us, 
Let us turn our faces to the light. 

Let us light a candle in the darkness, 

In the face of death, a sign of life. 
As a sign of hope where all seems hopeless, 
As a sign of peace in place of strife. 

For the light is stronger than the darkness 
And the day will overcome the night. 

Though the shadows linger all around us, 
Let us turn our faces to the light. 

 
Words: Robert Willis (b. 1947)              Music: Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Sit or kneel 
 

The President says 

 
Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: 

‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me shall never walk in 

darkness but shall have the light of life.’ 
Let us therefore bring our sins into his light 

and confess them in penitence and faith. 

 
Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 

in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 

through ignorance, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love and marred your image in us. 

We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from darkness 

to walk as children of light. 

Amen. 
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Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Peace 
 

Stand 
 

The President says 
 

In the tender mercy of our God,  

the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
Members of the congregation greet one another. Please be respectful of 

others’ safety and their desire to keep distance.   

 
Remain standing to sing  
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The Offertory Hymn during which the table is prepared and the 

gifts of the people are gathered and presented. 

 
    

   Love divine, all loves excelling,  

   joy of heaven to earth come down, 
   fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

   all thy faithful mercies crown. 
   Jesu, thou art all compassion, 

   pure unbounded love thou art; 

   visit us with thy salvation, 
   enter every trembling heart. 

 

                                 3Finish then thy new creation: 
       pure and spotless let us be; 

       let us see thy great salvation 
       perfectly restored in thee; 

       changed from glory into glory 
       till in heaven we take our place, 

       till we cast our crowns before thee, 
          lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88)      Tune: BLAENWERN     AM 721ii 

  

The President takes the bread and wine and praises God for his gifts  
 

Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the righteous; 

accept the gifts we bring before you and grant that Christ may shine in us 

to the praise and glory of your name. Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

  2Come, almighty to deliver, 

   let us all thy grace receive; 
   suddenly return, and never, 

   never more thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 

 serve thee as Thy hosts above; 

 pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
 glory in thy perfect love. 
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The President praises God for his mighty acts 
 

It is indeed right and good, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ, who is one with you from all eternity. 
 

For on this day he appeared in the temple 
in substance of our flesh  

to come near to us in judgement. 

He searches the hearts of all your people 
and brings to light the image of your splendour. 

Your servant Simeon acclaimed him as the light to lighten the nations 

while Anna spoke of him to all who looked for your redemption. 
Destined for the falling and rising of many, 

he was lifted high upon the cross 

and a sword of sorrow pierced his mother’s heart 

when by his sacrifice he made our peace with you. 
 

And now we rejoice and glorify your name 
that we, too, have seen your salvation 

and join with angels and archangels 

in their unending hymn of praise: 
 

The choir sings 
 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  

Dominus Deus Sabaoth.   
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.   

Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

The President recalls the Last Supper 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 
 

Jesus Christ is Lord: 

Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 

 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with Simeon, Anna and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The President says  
 

As we join our prayers with the Church Universal, so we say, 

each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
 

Notre Père… 

 
Vater Unser… 

 
Onze Vader… 

 
Padre Nuestro… 

 
Ojcze Nasz… 

 

Baba Yetu… 
 

E to matou Matua… 
 
Ein Tad… 
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Remain standing for  

 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

 
The President says 
 

God’s holy gifts 

for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Sit as the President and other ministers begin 
 

The Distribution of Communion 

 
Please come up for Communion as directed by the stewards. All who are 

regular communicants in their own tradition are welcome to receive the 

sacrament. If you are not a communicant, you are welcome to come 
forward at this point in the service to receive a blessing, keeping your 

hands to your sides. Please ask the priest if you would prefer a blessing 

or need a gluten-free host. 
 

We have returned to offering the chalice at the time of Communion, but 

please do not feel any pressure to receive from the common cup, as the 
Church teaches that the Sacrament is received fully in one kind. We 

request that you do not intinct (dip) your host in the wine but either 

take a sip from the cup or remain with your head bowed.  This is for the 
reasons of good hygiene. 
 

If you wish to receive communion without climbing the steps to the High 

Altar, please join the line for the station in the North-East Transept. 
 

We keep a prayerful silence during Communion to allow others to 

prepare to receive the sacrament or pray afterwards. 
 

During Communion, the choir sings 
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
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Procession to the Font and Blessing of Candles 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Stand to sing  

 

Hymn 

During the singing of this hymn the congregation’s candles are lit and the 
clergy move to the font at the West end of the Quire 

 
 
    Sing we of the blessèd Mother 
  who received the angel’s word, 

  and obedient to his summons 
  bore in love the infant Lord; 

  sing we of the joys of Mary 
  at whose breast that child was fed 

  who is Son of God eternal 
  and the everlasting Bread. 

  
 2Sing we, too, of Mary’s sorrows, 

  of the sword that pierced her through, 
  when beneath the cross of Jesus 

  she his weight of suffering knew, 
  looked upon her Son and Saviour 

  reigning high on Calvary’s tree, 
  saw the price of man’s redemption 

  paid to set the sinner free. 
 

Words: G. B. Timms (1910-1997)  Tune: ABBOT’S LEIGH  AM 315 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  3Sing again the joys of Mary 
   when she saw the risen Lord, 

   and in prayer with Christ’s apostles, 
   waited on his promised word: 

   from on high the blazing glory 
   of the Spirit’s presence came, 

   heavenly breath of God’s own being, 

   manifest through wind and flame. 
 
  4Sing the chiefest joy of Mary 

   when on earth her work was done, 
   and the Lord of all creation 

   brought her to his heavenly home: 
   Virgin Mother, Mary blessèd, 

   raised on high and crowned with grace, 
   may your Son, the world’s redeemer, 

   grant us all to see his face. 
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The President blesses the candles, saying 
 

Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 

pour into the hearts of your faithful people 
the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 

and +bless these candles, 

that we, who by their kindling flames 
light up this temple to your glory, 

may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, 

and so be counted worthy to stand before you 
in that eternal city where you live and reign, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

Remain standing as the people are sprinkled with holy water as a sign of 

their baptism and the choir sings  
 

Nunc Dimittis  
 

Nunc dimittis servum tuum, Domine, 

secundum verbum tuum in pace: 
Quia viderunt oculi mei salutare tuum 
Quod parasti ante faciem omnium 

populorum: 
Lumen ad revelationem gentium, et 

gloriam plebis tuae Israel. 
Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto. 
Sicut erat in principio, et nunc et 

semper, et in saecula saeculorum. 
Amen. 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 

in peace according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to 

be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and 
to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be world without end.  Amen. 

 

Words: Luke 2.29-32                                     Music: Gustav Holst (1874-1934)  

 

Father, here we bring to an end our celebration 
of the Saviour’s birth. 

Help us, in whom he has been born, 

to live his life that has no end. 
 

Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 

Help us, who have received the bread of life, 
to be thankful for your gift. 

 

Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 
Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple, 

to trust in your eternal promises. 

 
Here we have greeted the light of the world. 

Help us, who extinguish these candles, 
never to forsake the light of Christ. 
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Here we stand near the place of baptism. 

Help us, who are marked with the cross, 

to share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 
 

Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 

Help us, for whom Lent is near, 
to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 

 

Here we bless one another in your name. 
Help us, who now go in peace, 

to shine with your light in the world. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

We stand near the place of new birth. 
Let us shine with the light of your love. 

 

We turn from the crib to the cross. 
Let us shine with the light of your love. 

 

We go to carry his light. 
Let us shine with the light of your love. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Please extinguish your candles carefully 

 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  
 

Organ Voluntary  J S Bach (1685-1750), In dir ist Freude, BWV 615 

 

 

 

 
      

 

Candlemas – 2nd February 
 

On the Feast of Candlemas itself there will be Solemn Evensong with 

Procession at 5.30pm in the Quire. All are welcome. 

In addition, the Eucharist will be celebrated at 8.00am and 12.30pm 


