
until 31 December 2023

Kids Go
FREE
*Visitor entry. T&Cs apply

*

What’s On 
Advent & Christmas 2022
Your guide to services, events, family-friendly 

activities and new visitor experiences at 
Canterbury Cathedral



Visitor opening times and the availability of events and 
activities may change at short notice due to funerals, 

weddings, services or exceptional circumstances. 
Please check our website prior to your visit for 

closures and restrictions.

All events and activities will be staged in line with any 
social distancing guidelines in place at the time.

The Cathedral takes the safety and security of all 
our worshippers and visitors very seriously. If you 
are coming to the Cathedral, please be aware that 

as a condition of entry we reserve the right to 
search any bags or luggage on arrival.

For more information, please contact: 
Cathedral House, The Precincts, 

Canterbury, CT1 2EH
+44 (0) 1227 762862

enquiries@canterbury-cathedral.org
www.canterbury-cathedral.org

Facebook, Twitter & Instagram: @CburyCathedral



Advent and 
Christmas
Everyone is welcome to join us to 
celebrate the Christmas season. 

All services of worship are free to attend. 
Tickets must be purchased for some events.

Advent Carol Service
Sun, 27 November, 15.00
This beautiful service at the beginning 
of the season of Advent brings together 
music, readings, and the lighting of candles.

St Nicholas Family Service
Sun, 4 December, 17.30
A short service for children and families to 
celebrate the story of St Nicholas.

Canterbury Choral Society 
Family Carols
Sat, 10 December, 19.00 
Tickets £11, £7 Children (ages 3-16) 
Book online at canterburyfestival.co.uk
Sing a selection of the finest carols with 
Canterbury Choral Society and the 
Festival Brass Ensemble.



Evensong by Candlelight for 
the Festival of Santa Lucia
Sun, 18 December, 17.30
A celebration of the Scandinavian Festival 
of Light in honour of St Lucia (or St Lucy).

Demelza’s Celebration of 
Christmas
Mon, 19 December, 19.30  
(doors open 19.00)
Tickets from £8
A popular festive service with readings 
and carols to support Demelza, the local 
children’s hospice care charity.

Friends’ Carol Service
Tues, 20 December, 19.00
Everyone is welcome to attend our 
Friendly traditional Service in The Nave. 
Hear the Cathedral bells ring out to greet 
you as you arrive!

Cathedral Carol Services
Fri, 23 December, 19.30  
(doors open 18.30)
Sat, 24 December, 15.00  
(doors open 14.00)
A major highlight of the Cathedral’s year, 
our two Carol Services feature music by 
our world-famous Cathedral Choir, and 
readings to tell the story of the birth of 
Christ.



Family Crib Service
Sat, 24 December, 11.00
A joyful and informal service for children 
and families which tells the story of the 
birth of Jesus.

Christmas Day Eucharist
Sun, 25 December, 11.00
A celebration of the birth of Christ 
led by the Most Reverend Justin Welby, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, with the clergy 
and choir of Canterbury Cathedral.

Choral Evensong for  
St Thomas of Canterbury
Thu, 29 December, 15.00
Our annual candlelit service to mark the 
martyrdom of Canterbury’s most famous 
Saint. 

Epiphany Carol Service
Sun, 8 January 2023, 17.30
A beautiful carol service to celebrate the 
Feast of Epiphany. The music and readings 
reflect on the three signs of 
Christ’s Epiphany: the 
visit of the wise men, 
the Baptism of 
Christ, and the 
transformation 
of water into 
wine at the 
wedding at 
Cana.



FRIENDly 
Events
The Friends are an important part of 
the Cathedral community who work 
to preserve this magnificent place by 
contributing financially to many vital 
projects.

TALK: Whose God is it 
Anyway?
Wed, 30 November, 10.30
Popular speaker and Friend, Imogen 
Corrigan, will consider what Islam and 
Christianity have in common, not just in 
their art forms, but in their practice.

TALK: Holy Birth and Sacred 
Beauty: The Nativity in Art
Mon, 5 December, 10.30
Revd Dr Ayla Lepine will explore artists’ 
diverse interpretations of the birth of 
the Son of God, from Botticelli in the 
Renaissance to the ‘pop art nun’ Sister 
Corita Kent.

Talks cost £8 for Friends, £10 for non-
members, and include hot drinks on arrival.

Friends can book through their online Autumn 
2022 - Winter 2023 Events Booking Form. 
Non-members can book tickets on our 
website at www.canterbury-cathedral.org/
friends-events-booking



Give the gift of 
Friendship

The Friends are the Cathedral’s fan club. 
We organise trips, tours, talks, and other 

events for all ages. 

Why not join as Family Friends so the 
whole family can enjoy the Cathedral for 

generations to come! 

Memberships 
start from 
just £30



How To Support Us
We are enormously grateful for donations of any 

size to help the Cathedral’s mission, music, education 
work and conservation.

Make a donation;
•

Give in memory of someone special;
•

Make an annual or monthly gift to help us plan ahead 
with confidence;

• 
Give £750 or more per year to become a Becket Patron 

and gain unique access to the Cathedral; 
•

Leave a gift in your Will and join our Augustine Legacy 
Circle.

For more information, and to give a gift, please visit 
www.canterbury-cathedral.org, email fundraising@

canterbury-cathedral.org or call 01227 865343. 
Thank you.



FREE* Gregory 
Gargoyle’s 
Cathedral 
Christmas Trail
From 2 December 2022

Look for clues in the Cathedral’s 
stained glass windows, statues and artworks 
to discover how Christmas was celebrated 
through the ages – and even how the 
Puritans banned Christmas in 1647, 
resulting in Canterbury’s infamous Plum 
Pudding Riots!

Return your completed trail to the Cathedral 
Shop to claim your free badge!

*Visitor entrance charges apply. Children must 
be accompanied at all times.

Visiting the Cathedral 
at Christmas time is 
always special as 
the Cathedral is 
decorated with 
Christmas 
trees and our 
beautiful crib 
is on display 
inside. 

Young 
Explorers



Exhibitions
Discover more of the 
Cathedral’s fascinating story 
with our FREE* exhibitions 

*Visitor entrance charges apply. Children must be 
accompanied at all times.

Viewing Gallery: 
Crafting the Cathedral
A must for model enthusiasts and fans 
of architecture, this exhibition features 
exquisite 1:720 scale replicas of famous 
cathedrals, crafted in cardboard and wood, 
between 1840-1850, by model maker 
William Gorringe.

Water Tower Corridor: 
Chalices, Flagons and Patens 
Church practice through the centuries has 
been full of variety, and this can be seen in 
the objects used in worship, from simple 
communion cups to decorated chalices.  

Water Tower: Monastic Life
In this interactive exhibition in the 
Cathedral’s newly-restored Water Tower, 
discover what day-to-day life was like for 
Canterbury’s monks.



Making 
History: Church,  
State and Conflict
This major exhibition in the Cathedral 
Crypt allows visitors to explore up close, 
for the first time, a unique collection of 
artefacts that tell the complex, and often 
violent, story of Church-State relations. 

Amazing objects on display include the 
battle shield of Edward The Black Prince, 
a grant from one of the four knights who 
murdered Thomas Becket, and The Accord 
of Winchester, the 11th-century document 
signed by William the Conqueror.



Talks and Tours 
Discover the Cathedral’s history, 
spaces and secrets with our expert 
tour guides.

The Inside Story Tour 
Duration: 75 minutes
10.30 & 14.00, Mon - Sat
£5.00 per person
Discover the story of Canterbury Cathedral 
through its soaring architecture, glorious 
spaces, and the people who made it what it  
is today.

Through the Stained Glass 
Window Tour
Duration: 60 minutes
12.00, Mon-Sat
£5.00 per person
Explore some of the most colourful and 
imaginative stained glass in the country, 
discovering how the windows were made  
and the stories that inspired them.

Mini Talks
Our free mini-talks give you the opportunity 
to delve a little deeper into the Cathedral’s 
rich history with an ever-changing programme 
of short talks. Look out for our Christmas-
themed Mini Talks during December.

For more details, and to book onto a tour, please 
speak to a member of our Visits team on arrival.



Media 
Guide 
Cost: £5.00 per guide
Our media guides allow you to discover 
the Cathedral in your own way. With 
interactive activities, and unique behind-
the-scenes material - including interviews 
with our clergy, craftspeople, and heritage 
specialists - the media guide allows you to 
discover the Cathedral’s story like never 
before.

Library Tours
Duration: 45 minutes
See available dates on our website
£8 per person †
Visit our magnificent Howley-Harrison 
Library to view a display of highlights from 
our unique printed collections.

† Visit not suitable for children under 12.
To reserve your place, please email 
archives@canterbury-cathedral.org or 
telephone 01227865330. 



The Cathedral Lodge

Christmas Eve Lunch with 
Cathedral Carol Service 
Sat, 24 December, 12.30
£35.00 per person
Refectory Restaurant

The perfect Christmas Eve! Enjoy a 3-course 
festive lunch at 12.30, before attending the 
Cathedral’s 15:00 Carol Service, led by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.

New Year’s Eve Gala Dinner 
and Dance
Sat, 31 December, 18.30
£115 per adult
Clagett Auditorium

See in the New Year with the spectacular 
backdrop of Canterbury Cathedral!

Enjoy a glass of Prosecco and canapés 
on arrival, a 6-course gala dinner, DJ and 
dancing with popular 8-piece band ‘Co 
Co’, followed by a glass of Prosecco and 
a Scottish Piper at midnight. This event is 
black tie and adults only.

If you would like to stay the night with us 
and enjoy a late brunch on New Year’s Day, 
bedrooms are available.

To book, please call 01227 865350 or email 
events@canterburycathedrallodge.org.



Canterbury Cathedral Lodge
The Precincts, Canterbury,
Kent, CT1 2EH
Tel: 01227 865350
Email: stay@canterburycathedrallodge.org
www.canterburycathedrallodge.org

ACCOMMODATION • EVENTS • MEETINGS 
TRAINING • PARTIES • WEDDING RECEPTIONS

Stay at Canterbury Cathedral Lodge
Enjoy the wonderful, unique experience of staying 
in the beautiful grounds of Canterbury Cathedral. 
Relax in an oasis of calm in the centre of the city.

Now  
accepting early 
bookings for 
Valentine’s 

Dinner



Treat yourself 
(and the Cathedral)

Discover hundreds of unique products and 
special gifts in-store and online with our 

Cathedral Shop.

All profits go towards the upkeep of 
Canterbury Cathedral

Visit our new website:  
www.canterbury-cathedral.org/shop/


