
THE CATHEDRAL AND METROPOLITICAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, CANTERBURY 

 

Sung Eucharist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Cross Day 
 

14th September 2025 

 
 11.00am 

 

Quire 



Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Service 

  
 
The Choral Setting is William Byrd (c. 1540-1623), Mass for five voices 

 

Please ask the priest if you require a gluten-free communion wafer 
 

Livestreaming 

 

This service will be livestreamed and you may be seen on camera, 
although we will not deliberately take any close-ups of the congregation. 

By attending you agree to be seen in this way.  

If you have any concerns please speak to a member of the clergy. 

 
 

 

 

Cover Image:  Altar Cross, St Stephen’s Chapel – Stuart Devlin, 1969 
 

 

THE COLLECTION is an opportunity to give generously to Canterbury Cathedral in 
response to God’s generosity, and there are many ways to give regularly. 

Parish Giving Scheme – Scan the QR code to make a one-off or 
regular donation to the Cathedral by joining the parish giving 

scheme. You can also visit  www.parishgiving.org.uk  
or phone 0333 021271 quoting parish code 060606001. 

                         
By cash or cheques payable to ‘Canterbury Cathedral’ in Gift Aid envelopes - UK taxpayers please 

fill in the details on the envelope. 
Or you can give a one-off donation at one of our contactless donation points in the South transept 

after the service. 
 

 

 
    Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or 
sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

                 An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the 
Cathedral. Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T. 

 

  Large print orders of service are available from the  

              stewards and virgers. Please ask. 
 

 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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The Gathering 

 

A welcome is offered 
 

Stand to sing CURRENTLY WRONG TUNE 
 

 
 

The royal banners forward go, 

The Cross shines forth in mystic glow, 
Where he in flesh, our flesh who made, 

Our sentence bore, our ransom paid. 
 

                      2Where deep for us the spear was dyed, 

                       Life's torrent rushing from his side, 
                       To wash us in that precious flood, 

                       Where mingled water flowed, and blood. 
 

                                 3Fulfilled is all that David told 
                       In true prophetic song of old, 

                       The universal Lord is he, 
                       Who reigns and triumphs from the tree. 
 

                                 4O Tree of beauty, Tree of light, 
                       O Tree with royal purple dight, 

                       Elect on whose triumphal breast 
                       Those holy limbs should find their rest! 
 

                                 5On whose dear arms, so widely flung, 
                       The weight of this world's ransom hung, 

                       The price of humankind to pay 
                       And spoil the spoiler of his prey. 
 

                                 6O Cross, our one reliance, hail! 
                       So may thy power with us prevail 

                       To give new virtue to the saint, 
                       And pardon to the penitent. 
 

                                7To thee, eternal Three in One, 

                       Let homage meet by all be done: 

                       Whom by thy Cross thou dost restore, 
                       Preserve and govern evermore. Amen. 
 

Words: Latin, Venantius Fortunatus (530-609)     Tune: VEXILLA REGIS  NEH 79 

                  Translated: J. M. Neale (1818-66) 
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The President says  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Deacon introduces  

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Christ himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree, so that, free from 

sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds we have been healed.                                                             
 

Let us confess our sins. 
 

Remain standing to say 
 

Lord Jesus, 

you came to reconcile us to one another and the Father: 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, 

you heal the wounds of sin and division: 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 
Lord Jesus, 

you intercede for us with your Father: 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

The President says 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Remain standing as the choir sings 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. Laudamus 
te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias agimus tibi propter 

magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus pater omnipotens. 
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe; Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, qui 

tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe 

deprecationem nostram; qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. 
Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe, 

cum Sancto Spiritu: in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 

are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept 

 

Almighty God, 
who in the passion of your blessed Son 

made an instrument of painful death 
to be for us the means of life and peace: 

grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ 

that we may gladly suffer for his sake; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Sit 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Old Testament Reading   Numbers 21. 4-9 

 
The Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against 
God and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable 
food.’ Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit 

the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, 
‘We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the 

LORD to take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. And 

the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and 
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’ So Moses made a serpent of 

bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that 
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Remain seated as the choir sings Psalm 22. 23-28 
 

O praise the Lord, ye that fear him :  
magnify him, all ye of the seed of Jacob, and fear him, all ye seed of Israel; 
 

For he hath not despised, nor abhorred, the low estate of the poor :  
he hath not hid his face from him, but when he called unto him he heard him. 
 

My praise is of thee in the great congregation :  
my vows will I perform in the sight of them that fear him. 
 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied :  

they that seek after the Lord shall praise him; your heart shall live for ever. 
 

All the ends of the world shall remember themselves,  

and be turned unto the Lord :  
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before him. 
 

For the kingdom is the Lord's :  
and he is the Governor among the people. 
 

Stand as the cantor sings the Alleluia and we respond 

 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 

because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
Alleluia. 
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The Gospel  John 3. 13-17 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The organist plays a Gospel fanfare 
 

Once the Sermon has been introduced please sit 
 

Sermon    The Reverend A P Dodd, Canon Treasurer 
  

After the Sermon, a few moments of silence are kept as we reflect on 

what we have heard and then the choir sings  
 

The Motet  

 
Crux fidelis, inter omnes arbor una nobilis: 
nulla silva talem profert, fronde, flore, germine. 

Dulce lignum, dulces clavos, dulce pondus sustinet. 
 

Faithful Cross, amongst all trees the only noble Tree, 

no other wood has borne such leaves, flowers or seeds. 
Sweet wood, sweet nails, how sweet the burden thou dost bear. 
      

                   Music and words: attrib. King John of Portugal (1604-56)  
 

Following the Motet please stand  
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The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
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Kneel or sit for 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

This response is used 
 

By the Saviour’s cross and passion, 

Lord, save us and help us. 
 

And at the end 
 

Holy God,  

holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Peace 
 

Stand 
 

The President says 
 

Once we were far off, 
but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near 

through the shedding of Christ’s blood, 

for he is our peace.                 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Deacon says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Members of the congregation greet one another 
 

Remain standing to sing 

The Offertory Hymn during which the table is 

prepared and the gifts of the people are gathered and 

presented. If you would prefer to give electronically, 
please use the QR code. 

When the Thurifer turns to bow to the congregation, all turn to the altar.   
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 O cross of Christ, immortal tree 

 on which our Saviour died, 
 the world is sheltered by your arms 

 that bore the crucified. 
 
2From bitter death and barren wood 

 the tree of life is made; 
 its branches bear unfailing fruit 

 and leaves that never fade. 
 
3O faithful cross, you stand unmoved 

 while ages run their course: 
 foundation of the universe, 

 creation's binding force. 
 

4Give glory to the risen Christ 
 and to his cross give praise, 

 the sign of God's unfathomed love, 
 the hope of all our days.  

 

Words: Community of Stanbrook Abbey             Tune: WALSALL     AM 180ii 

 

The President takes the bread and wine and praises God for his gifts  
 

Merciful God, 

through the death of your beloved Son 

you transformed an instrument of shame 
into a sign of hope and glory. 

Receive all we bring before you this day, 

and renew us in the mystery of his love; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 

the Lord of glory. 

Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and good, 

our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Today we celebrate with songs of praise 
the cross, the victory-sign of Christ. 

Once through the fruit of the forbidden tree we fell, 

now through this tree our Saviour cancels all our sin. 
An instrument of shameful death 

has become for Christ a throne of glory. 

The power of the life-giving cross 
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world 

and the triumph of Christ crucified. 
And so, with choirs of angels 

and with all the heavenly host, 

we proclaim your glory 
and join their unending hymn of praise: 
 

The choir sings 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  

Dominus Deus Sabaoth.   

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.   

Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Benedictus qui venit  

In nomine Domini. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 
 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

The Deacon says 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The President says  
 

As we join our prayers with the Church Universal, so we say, 

each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.  

Amen. 

Notre Père… 

 
Vater Unser… 

 
Onze Vader… 

 
Padre Nuestro… 

 

Ojcze Nasz… 
 

Baba Yetu… 
 

E to matou Matua… 
 

Ein Tad… 
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Remain standing for  
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

The President says 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

Sit as the President and other ministers begin 
 

The Distribution of Communion 
 

Please come up for Communion as directed by the stewards. All who are 

regular communicants in their own tradition are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. If you are not a communicant, you are welcome to come forward 

at this point in the service to receive a blessing, keeping your hands to your 
sides. Please ask the priest if you need a gluten-free host. 

We request that you do not intinct (dip) your host in the wine but either 
take a sip from the cup or remain with your head bowed.  This is for the 

reasons of good hygiene. 
 

If you wish to receive communion without climbing the steps to the High Altar, 

please join the line for the station in the North-East Transept. 
 

We keep a prayerful silence during Communion to allow others to prepare to 

receive the sacrament or pray afterwards. 
 

During Communion, the choir sings the Agnus Dei  
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Stand as the President says  
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Faithful God, whose Son bore our sins in his body on the tree 
and gave us this sacrament to show forth his death until he comes: 

give us grace to glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for he is our salvation, our life and our hope, 
who reigns as Lord, now and for ever. Amen. 
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All then say 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 

Amen. 
 

The Dismissal  

 

 In the Cross of Christ I glory, 

 Towering o'er the wrecks of time; 

 All the light of sacred story 
 Gathers round its head sublime. 
 

2When the woes of life o'ertake me, 

  Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
 Never shall the Cross forsake me: 

 Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 
 

3When the sun of bliss is beaming 
 Light and love upon my way, 

 From the Cross the radiance streaming, 

 Adds more lustre to the day. 
 

4Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

 By the Cross are sanctified; 

 Peace is there that knows no measure, 
 Joys that through all time abide. 

 

Words: John Bowring (1792-1872)   Tune: WYCHBOLD   NEH 379 
 

The President says 
 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, 

to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, 

and the assurance of sins forgiven; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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The Deacon says 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  
 

Organ Voluntary       
 

 

Tea and coffee will be served in the CHAPTER HOUSE 
following this morning’s Eucharist. All are very welcome.  

 

Kindly supported by the Friends of Canterbury Cathedral. 
 

To find out more about the Friends visit: 

www.canterbury-cathedral.org/support-us/friends 

 

 

 

Usual Pattern of Services 
 

7.30am  

8.00am 
9.15am  

    

11.00am  
12.30pm 

12.30pm 

5.30pm 

Morning Prayer   

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

 

Sung Eucharist  
Holy Communion  

Taizé Prayer (In Choir Term)     

Choral Evensong              

Monday-Friday 

Daily 
Saturday, Sunday & 

Bank Holidays 

Sunday 
Wednesday  

Monday  

Daily (said with silence 
Thursdays) 
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As part of our commitment to the care of the environment in our world, 
 this Order of Service is printed on unbleached 100% recycled paper. 

 

 

Some of this material is copyright: © Archbishops’ Council, 2000 

© Archbishops’ Council, 2006 

Hymns and songs reproduced under CCLI number: 1031280 

 

Produced by the Music & Liturgy Department: 

precentor@canterbury-cathedral.org 

01227 865281 

 

www.canterbury-cathedral.org 

 

 
 

Safeguarding : Do you need to talk? 

Are you concerned about the safety of a child, young person or 

vulnerable adult?  

Or is there something that you would like to discuss that affects you?  

A safeguarding concern is anything that may impact the safety and wellbeing of 

a child, young person or vulnerable adult; if they are being neglected, harmed 
or at risk of being harmed by others or themselves, and are in need of 

protection. To report a non-emergency safeguarding concern please scan the 
QR code and complete our online form or email safeguarding@canterbury-

cathedral.org  

TO REPORT AN EMERGENCY SAFEGUARDING CONCERN PLEASE  

CONTACT THE CATHEDRAL CONSTABLES OFFICE:   

Located by the main entrance to the Precincts, Christ Church Gate.  

Alternatively, please call 01227 866237  


