
 

 

 

THE CATHEDRAL AND METROPOLITICAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, CANTERBURY 

 

 

Choral Evensong 
attended by the Freemasons of East Kent  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Feast of Christ the King 
 

24th November 2024 
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Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Service 
 

Freemasonry has been pleased to support Canterbury Cathedral for many years, 
helping to fund essential repairs to the building, and the training of a number of 

apprentice stonemasons. 
 

                      
 

For example, the Coronation Window situated in the Martyrdom, which depicts 

Queen Elizabeth II with other members of the Royal Family at her coronation, was 
donated by the Freemasons of Kent in 1954. An earlier example is the East 

Window in the Chapter House, which was donated in 1896 by Freemasons, to 
mark the 1,300th anniversary of the landing in England of St. Augustine. 
 

To mark the three-hundred-year celebration of Freemasonry in 2017, a major 

donation of £300,000 was made jointly by the Freemasons of East Kent, West 
Kent, Surrey and Sussex, to support the restoration of the Cathedral’s North West 

Transept. Freemasonry’s strong support of this iconic Cathedral has a long history, 
which is sure to continue from generation to generation. 

 
    Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or 

sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services. 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

   An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the 
Cathedral. Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T. 

 

  Large print orders of service are available from the 

stewards and virgers. Please ask. 

 
Livestreaming 

 

This service will be livestreamed and you may be seen on camera, although we will 

not deliberately take any close-ups of the congregation. By attending you agree to 
be seen in this way.  

If you have any concerns please speak to a member of the clergy. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 

All stand to sing as the choir and clergy enter the Nave 

 
        Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 

        pilgrim through this barren land; 

        I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
        hold me with thy powerful hand: 

        Bread of heaven,  

        feed me now and evermore. 
 

   2Open now the crystal fountain, 

   whence the healing stream doth flow; 
   let the fiery cloudy pillar 

   lead me all my journey through: 

   Strong deliverer, 
   be thou still my strength and shield. 
 

  3When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
   bid my anxious fears subside; 

   death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

   land me safe on Canaan's side: 
   songs and praises, 

   I will ever give to thee. 
 

Words: Welsh, William Williams (1717-1791)  Tune: CWM RHONDDA  AM 652 

           Tr Peter Williams (1727-1796)  
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A welcome is offered 
 

The Cantor and choir sing the Preces 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips 

and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
  

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 

        Music: Sarah MacDonald (b. 1968) 

Sit as the choir sings 
 

Psalm    72 
 

Give the King thy judgements, O God :  
and thy righteousness unto the King's son. 
 

Then shall he judge thy people according unto right :  
and defend the poor. 
 

The mountains also shall bring peace :  

and the little hills righteousness unto the people. 
 

He shall keep the simple folk by their right :  

defend the children of the poor, and punish the wrong-doer. 
 

They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon endureth :  

from one generation to another. 
 

He shall come down like the rain into a fleece of wool :  

even as the drops that water the earth. 
 

In his time shall the righteous flourish :  
yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon endureth. 
 

His dominion shall be also from the one sea to the other :  
and from the flood unto the world's end. 
 

They that dwell in the wilderness shall kneel before him :  

his enemies shall lick the dust. 
 

The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents :  

the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. 
 

All kings shall fall down before him :  

all nations shall do him service. 
 

For he shall deliver the poor when he crieth :  

the needy also, and him that hath no helper. 
 

He shall be favourable to the simple and needy :  
and shall preserve the souls of the poor. 
 

He shall deliver their souls from falsehood and wrong :  
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and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 

He shall live, and unto him shall be given of the gold of Arabia :  

prayer shall be made ever unto him, and daily shall he be praised. 
 

There shall be an heap of corn in the earth, high upon the hills :  

his fruit shall shake like Libanus, and shall be green in the city  
like grass upon the earth. 
 

His Name shall endure for ever;  
his Name shall remain under the sun among the posterities :  

which shall be blessed through him; and all the heathen shall praise him. 
 

Blessed be the Lord God, even the God of Israel :  

which only doeth wondrous things; 
 

And blessed be the Name of his majesty for ever :  
and all the earth shall be filled with his majesty. Amen, Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading   Daniel 5 
 

King Belshazzar made a great festival for a thousand of his lords, and he was 

drinking wine in the presence of the thousand. 
 

Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar commanded that they bring in the 

vessels of gold and silver that his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the 
temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his lords, his wives, and his 

concubines might drink from them. So they brought in the vessels of gold and 
silver that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, 

and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from 
them. They drank the wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, 

iron, wood, and stone. 
 

Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and began writing on the 

plaster of the wall of the royal palace, next to the lampstand. The king was 
watching the hand as it wrote. Then the king’s face turned pale, and his 

thoughts terrified him. His limbs gave way, and his knees knocked 
together. The king cried aloud to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and 

the diviners; and the king said to the wise men of Babylon, ‘Whoever can read 
this writing and tell me its interpretation shall be clothed in purple, have a 

chain of gold around his neck, and rank third in the kingdom.’ Then all the 
king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or tell the king 

the interpretation. Then King Belshazzar became greatly terrified and his face 
turned pale, and his lords were perplexed. 
 

The queen, when she heard the discussion of the king and his lords, came into 
the banqueting-hall. The queen said, ‘O king, live for ever! Do not let your 

thoughts terrify you or your face grow pale. There is a man in your kingdom 
who is endowed with a spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your father he 
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was found to have enlightenment, understanding, and wisdom like the wisdom 

of the gods. Your father, King Nebuchadnezzar, made him chief of the 
magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and diviners, because an excellent spirit, 

knowledge, and understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve 
problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now 

let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation.’ 
 

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king said to Daniel, ‘So you 

are Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom my father the king brought from 
Judah? I have heard of you that a spirit of the gods is in you, and that 

enlightenment, understanding, and excellent wisdom are found in you. Now 
the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me to read this 

writing and tell me its interpretation, but they were not able to give the 
interpretation of the matter. But I have heard that you can give interpretations 

and solve problems. Now if you are able to read the writing and tell me its 
interpretation, you shall be clothed in purple, have a chain of gold around your 

neck, and rank third in the kingdom.’ 
 

Then Daniel answered in the presence of the king, ‘Let your gifts be for 

yourself, or give your rewards to someone else! Nevertheless, I will read the 
writing to the king and let him know the interpretation. O king, the Most High 

God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar kingship, greatness, glory, and 
majesty. And because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, 

and languages trembled and feared before him. He killed those he wanted to 
kill, kept alive those he wanted to keep alive, honoured those he wanted to 

honour, and degraded those he wanted to degrade. But when his heart was 
lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he acted proudly, he was deposed 

from his kingly throne, and his glory was stripped from him. He was driven 

from human society, and his mind was made like that of an animal. His 
dwelling was with the wild asses, he was fed grass like oxen, and his body was 

bathed with the dew of heaven, until he learned that the Most High God has 
sovereignty over the kingdom of mortals, and sets over it whomsoever he 

will. And you, Belshazzar his son, have not humbled your heart, even though 
you knew all this! You have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven! The 

vessels of his temple have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, 
your wives and your concubines have been drinking wine from them. You have 

praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do 
not see or hear or know; but the God in whose power is your very breath, and 

to whom belong all your ways, you have not honoured. 
 

‘So from his presence the hand was sent and this writing was inscribed. And 

this is the writing that was inscribed: mene, mene, tekel, and parsin. This is 
the interpretation of the matter: mene, God has numbered the days of your 

kingdom and brought it to an end; tekel, you have been weighed on the scales 
and found wanting; peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and 

Persians.’ 
 

Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed in purple, a chain 

of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made concerning him 
that he should rank third in the kingdom. 
 

That very night Belshazzar, the Chaldean king, was killed. And Darius the Mede 

received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 
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Stand as the choir sings 

Magnificat 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord :  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded :  

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth :  

all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  

and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him :  

throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end.  Amen.       
Music: Sydney Watson (1903-91), in E 

 

Sit 
 

New Testament Reading    John 6.1-15 
 

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias.  A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he 

was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with 
his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he 

looked up and saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, 
‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ He said this to test him, 

for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six 
months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a 

little.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There 
is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they 

among so many people?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there 

was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand 
in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 
wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the 

fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered them up, 
and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, 

they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, 
they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’ 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to 
make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
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Stand as the choir sings 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 

according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation; 

Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

                                                           Music: Sydney Watson (1903-91), in E 

Turn East and say together the 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the holy catholick Church;  

the communion of saints;  

the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Cantor and choir sing the Versicles and Responses  

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 
 

Sit or kneel 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

        Music: Sarah MacDonald (b. 1968) 

 

The Collects 

Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, 

plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously 
rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that 
he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the unity of 

the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to 
worship at his feet; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by 

thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Sit as the choir sings.  
 

Anthem  
 

The King of Love my Shepherd is, 

Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His 

And He is mine for ever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow 

My ransomed soul He leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures 

grow 
With food celestial feedeth. 
 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed; 
But yet in love He sought me, 

And on His shoulder gently laid, 
And home rejoicing brought me. 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 

With Thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

Thy Cross before to guide me. 
 

Thou spread'st a table in my sight; 

Thy unction grace bestoweth; 
And O what transport of delight 

From Thy pure chalice floweth. 
 

And so through all the length of days 

Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy 

praise 
Within Thy house for ever. 

 

Words: Henry Williams Baker (1821-77)             Music: Edward Bairstow (1874-1946) 

 

 

Sermon   The Dean 
  

 
Sit or Kneel 
 

Prayers   concluding with 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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Stand to sing 
 

Hymn   during which a collection is taken 
If you would prefer use the QR code 

 

       Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 

    Saviour, Master, King! 

    Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 
    hear us as we sing: 

    Yours the glory and the crown, 
    the high renown, the eternal name.    
 

          2Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

    Son of Man on earth! 
    power and majesty concealing 

    by your humble birth: 
 

   3Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated, 

victim crucified! 
Death is through the cross defeated, 

sinners justified: 
             

   4Priestly king, enthroned for ever 

high in heaven above! 
Sin and death and hell shall never 

stifle hymns of love: 
 

   5So, our hearts and voices raising 

through the ages long, 
ceaselessly upon you gazing, 

this shall be our song: 
    Yours the glory and the crown, 

    The high renown, the eternal name.    
 

Words: Michael Saward (1932-2005)    Tune: GUITING POWER      AM 612 

 
Remain standing for 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ our exalted King pour upon you his abundant gifts 

and bring you to reign with him in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  

 

Organ Voluntary    
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