
 

 

Safeguarding : Do you need to talk?   

 Are you concerned about the safety of a child, young person or vulnerable adult?  
Or is there something that you would like to discuss that affects you?  
A safeguarding concern is anything that may impact the safety and wellbeing of a child, young 
person or vulnerable adult; if they are being neglected, harmed or at risk of being harmed by 
others or themselves, and are in need of protection. To report a non-emergency safeguarding 
concern please scan the QR code and complete our online form or email  
safeguarding@canterbury-cathedral.org  
TO REPORT AN EMERGENCY SAFEGUARDING CONCERN PLEASE CONTACT  
THE CATHEDRAL CONSTABLES OFFICE:  Located by the main entrance to the  
Precincts, Christ Church Gate.  Alternatively, please call 01227 866237  

 

The Friends of Canterbury Cathedral  

 THE FRIENDS OF CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL are the Cathedral’s fan club. We are admirers of 
the building, its history, and its community, and we help to support the Cathedral and its work. 
Our new Programme of Events has just been launched and includes talks, coffee mornings, day 
trips, recitals, and even an annual holiday!  
A FRIENDLY TALK The Bayeux Tapestry 
Tuesday 20 January 2026, 10.30-11:30 in the Clagett Auditorium 
As we eagerly await the temporary return of this 11th Century Romanesque masterpiece to the 
British Museum in London, Patricia Erskine-Hill will speak to Friends about this immensely de-
tailed embroidery that was probably commissioned by Bishop Odo, William the Conqueror’s 
half-brother, to embellish his newly-built cathedral in Bayeux in 1077. 
Over 58 scenes, which include 626 characters and 202 horses, the story shown in the textile 
begins in 1064 and ends with the Battle of Hastings in 1066. 
But who stitched it and where? Does it have a connection to Canterbury? Is it a piece of medie-
val propaganda? Was it part of Napoleon’s pre-TikTok social media campaign in 1803? And how 
did it survive the Second World War? 
£10 Friends of Canterbury Cathedral; £15 non-members. Includes tea and coffee on arrival. 
 

A FRIENDLY EVENT The Friends' Coffee Concert 
Tuesday 3 February 2026, 10:30-11:30 in the Clagett Auditorium 
Your chance to be entertained by the Cathedral’s Choral Scholars whilst enjoying coffee and 
pastries. This informal concert will showcase the progress and repertoire of the Scholars who 
joined the Cathedral in September 2025. 
Expect a warm welcome and a mixed musical medley on a chilly Tuesday morning! 
Tickets: £10 Friends of Canterbury Cathedral, £15 non-members. Includes tea and coffee. 
 

These events are organised by and in support of The Friends of Canterbury Cathedral 
(Registered Charity No 1210093). For more information about this and future events, help 
booking, or becoming a member, please call The Friends’ Office at 01227 865292 or 
email friends@canterbury-cathedral.org 

FRIENDly Singing for Wellbeing St Paul’s Church Hall, Canterbury, CT1 1NH 
ALL welcome – rusty singers included! 
Turn up for a cuppa and a biscuit, followed by sociable singing to put a smile on your face. 
Led by Jamie Rogers, Assistant Director of Music at Canterbury Cathedral. 
Please join us between 14:00-15:00 on the following Mondays: 12th January; 9th February 2026 

 

Please send submissions for the Pew Sheet to:   

tobin.wallace-sims@canterbury-cathedral.org by Wednesday please 

 

 

THE CATHEDRAL AND METROPOLITICAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, CANTERBURY 
Welcome to our services for the week beginning Sunday 4th January 2026  

The Second Sunday of Christmas 
Canon in Residence: The Reverend Andrew Dodd 

You are more than welcome to join us at any of the following services 

Weekend Services  (Sat & Sun)  Weekday Services  (Mon—Fri) 

8.00 Holy Communion  7.30 Morning Prayer  (9.15 Bank Holidays) 

9.15 Morning Prayer  8.00 Holy Communion 

11.00 Choral Eucharist (Sunday)  11.00 Bell Ceremony  

15.00 Huguenot Service   
(in French, Sunday only) 

 12.30 Holy Communion - Wednesdays 
Taizé Prayer - Mondays in Term Time 

17.30 Choral Evensong  17.30 Choral Evensong 
Thursdays said Evening Prayer with 
Silence 

Sincere thanks 

I write with a deep sense of gratitude to volunteers and staff alike for all the hard work, fun and com-
mitment shown throughout our life from mid-November to the end of the year.  I await seeing official 
statistics about visitors, about those who have attended services and about income including that for 
our partner charity Catching Lives. However, whatever that says it has seemed to me a busy Advent 
and Christmas with lots of people encountering us and the cathedral.  
Gradually, people are beginning to alert us a little more if they have any additional needs and word is 
getting out that we are more tightly managing the parking and security and health and safety on site 
all in an effort to foster a safer environment for all.   We are so many things to so many different peo-
ple with so many different expectations, so I especially want to pay tribute to everyone who has a role 
in welcoming, stewarding and organising people.   
However, all of that would be pointless without the purpose of a visit or attendance at a service being 
addressed in the lovely, professional yet caring way I witness so often in a well-cared for building, 
adorned with decorations and flowers and one which is ever cleaner and better ordered too. Con-
certs, services and events echoed with lovely music and happy people.  Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to all this in multifarious ways. 
Dean David on behalf of the Senior Leadership Team of Chapter 

Our preacher this morning 

This morning, we welcome as our preacher The Reverend Brian McHenry. Brian has Permission to 
Officiate in the diocese, and he mainly ministers at the Benefice of St Dunstan, St Mildred, and St 
Peter in Canterbury; he is a Cathedral chaplain; a former vicar in the diocese of Rochester; a former 
government lawyer; and member of General Synod. He has a CBE for public and voluntary service.  
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Pastoral Care  

 If you would like to speak to a member of the Pastoral Care Team kindly email your 
name and contact details to: pastoralcare@canterbury-cathedral.org and a member 
of the team will be pleased to assist. 
If you need a local pastoral visit, if you are a newcomer wanting to get more involved 
in the cathedral congregations, if you or someone else from the congregation need 
support or help, then please complete a Pastoral Care Card which are dotted around 
the quire of the cathedral or please ask a steward or virger for one.  Please complete 
and send in following the instructions on the card. 

Film Club - Sunday 11th January 2pm - AV Studio 

 EO 1hr 28min 
Director: Jerzy Skolimowski 
Writer: Ewa Piaskowska& Jerzy Skolimowski 
Follows a donkey who encounters on his journeys good and bad people, experiences 
joy and pain, exploring a vision of modern Europe through his eyes.  
Certificate 15, Strong language, violence, threat  

Visiting Choirs 

 With the Cathedral Choir on its break, we welcome visiting choirs.  Today is the last 
day for the RSCM America National Choir. Tomorrow, our final visitors are from the 
choir of Pilgrim Church, Adelaide for Solemn Evensong for the Epiphany. The Cathe-
dral Choir returns to sing the Sung Eucharist at 5.30 on Tuesday 6th January, for the 
Feast of the Epiphany.  

Cherry Johnstone RIP 

 Cherry was part of the Cathedral community since before practically anyone can re-
member: distinct and unique, she cared deeply about the place and its people.  
Her memorial service will take place on Wednesday 21st January 2026 at 11.30 in St 
Mildred's Church, Canterbury, all are very welcome. 

John Morrison RIP 

 John, an Honorary Lay Canon of the cathedral, has also died. His memorial service will 
be in the Crypt on Saturday 17th January 2026 at 2.00pm. 
John’s son, Doug, writes: We suspect there may be many people wishing to attend his 
service, and the link serves as a form of RSVP to help us gauge numbers, as well as an 
avenue for anyone to post memories of John. 
The link is: https://johnpetermorrison.muchloved.com Please also feel free to pass the 
link on to anyone that you feel could be instrumental in getting it to as many people as 
possible who knew John. 

 

 

Canterbury Cathedral Choir in best album listing 

 You can find our album of music by Gabriel Jackson listed amongst Gramophone Maga-
zine's Best Classical Albums of 2025 here:  
https://www.gramophone.co.uk/features/article/the-best-classical-albums-of-2025  

 

New Year Honours 

 We are delighted to learn that Stephen Woodley, long-time Steward and member of the 
Cathedral community, has been awarded the British Empire Medal for services to Tennis 
in Kent as a member and lately Chair of Canterbury Lawn Tennis Club.  
Many will recall Amanda Pritchard, daughter of former Archdeacon John and his wife 
Wendy. Amanda was Chief Executive of NHS England until last summer and has been 
made a Dame in the New Year Honours. 

 

FREE to view exhibition (no admission required)  

 Smashed, Bombed, Lost - Recovered   Tales of Canterbury’s Stained Glass 
Viewing Gallery, Visitor Centre 
Over the centuries, Canterbury Cathedral’s stained glass has been damaged by war and 
vandalism, or lost through iconoclasm, neglect or theft. 
What remains of those victims of violence can be inspiring - some glass was returned to 
the Cathedral, some repaired or re-purposed in surprising ways. 
This history of damage, restoration and resilience now inspires stained glass by a young 
Ukrainian artist, Yelizaveta Smirnova, which reacts to the current global crisis. 
This family-friendly exhibition is available to view every day during visiting hours. 
You do not need a Cathedral Admission Ticket, Cathedral Pass or Friends’ card to view this 
exhibition. 

 

Canterbury Choral Society presents Britten: St Nicolas 

 To mark the 50th anniversary of Benjamin Britten's death, Canterbury Choral Society and 
Youth Choir will perform his popular cantata St Nicolas. This inventive work features dra-
matic storms and shipwrecks alongside touching scenes from the saint's life, with audi-
ence participation in two hymns. 
Joining the choir are the world-renowned London Mozart Players, who will also perform 
two of the finest English works for string orchestra by Elgar and Vaughan Williams. 
Together with Holst's moving Psalm 86, this promises to be an evening of rich enchant-
ment and powerful storytelling. 
Book via: https://canterburyfestival.co.uk/whats-on/canterbury-choral-society-presents-
britten-st-nicolas/  

 

Taizé Lunchtime Prayer 

 Taizé Prayer returns for the new term on Monday 12th January with a workshop in the Community 
Studio - bring a sandwich for lunch if you would like - and then worship begins at 12.30 on Monday 
19th January. Do join us for this special service of prayer through song.  

 


