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The Gathering 

 

A welcome is offered 
 

Stand to sing 

 

 God of Eve and God of Mary, 

 God of love and mother-earth, 

 thank you for the ones who with us 
 shared their life and gave us birth. 
 

2As you came to earth in Jesus, 

 so you come to us today; 
 you are present in the caring 

 that prepares us for life's way.  
 

3Thank you that the Church, our Mother, 

 gives us bread and fills our cup, 
 and the comfort of the Spirit  

 warms our hearts and lifts us up. 
 

4Thank you for belonging, shelter, 

 bonds of friendship, ties of blood, 
 and for those who have no children, 

 yet are parents under God. 
 

5God of Eve and God of Mary, 

 Christ our brother, human Son,  
 Spirit, caring like a Mother, 

 take our love and make us one! 
 

Words: Fred Kaan (1929-2009)  Tune: LOVE DIVINE   AM 137 

 

The President says  

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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The President introduces  

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ 
 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 

Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 

 

Remain standing to say 
 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that 

we have sinned in thought, word and deed. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to 

amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

Remain standing as the choir sings 
 

Kyrie Eleison 
 

Kyrie eleison 
Christe eleison 

Kyrie eleison 

 

The President says 

 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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The Collect 
 

Let us pray. 

God of compassion,    

whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 

and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 

that in joy and in sorrow  

we may know the power of your presence 
to bind together and to heal; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Old Testament Reading   1 Samuel 1.20-end 

 
In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she 

said, ‘I have asked him of the Lord.’ 
The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the Lord the yearly 

sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her 
husband, ‘As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear 

in the presence of the Lord, and remain there for ever; I will offer him as a 
nazirite for all time.’ Her husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best to 

you, wait until you have weaned him; only—may the Lord establish his word.’ So 
the woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him. When she had 

weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an 
ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the Lord at 

Shiloh; and the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they 
brought the child to Eli. And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am 

the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the Lord. For 

this child I prayed; and the Lord has granted me the petition that I made to 
him. Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives, he is given to 

the Lord.’ 
She left him there for the Lord. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Epistle  Colossians 3.12-17 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if 

anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 

thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 

another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand to sing 
 

 

 Jesus, good above all other, 

 gentle child of gentle mother, 

 in a stable born our brother, 

 give us grace to persevere. 

2Jesus, cradled in a manger, 

 for us facing every danger, 

 living as a homeless stranger,  

 make we thee our King most dear. 

3Jesus, for thy people dying, 

 risen Master, death defying, 

 Lord in heaven, thy grace supplying, 

 keep us to thy presence near. 

4Jesus, who our sorrows bearest, 

 all our thoughts and hopes thou sharest, 

 thou to us the truth declarest; 

 help us all thy truth to hear. 

5Lord, in all our doings guide us; 

 pride and hate shall ne'er divide us; 

 we'll go on with thee beside us, 

 and with joy we'll persevere. 

Words: Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)    Tune: QUEM PASTORES LAUDAVERE  AM 692 
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Remain standing as the cantor sings and we respond 

 

Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

Blessed are those who have endured temptation;  
they have stood the test and will receive the crown of life. 
Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

 

The Gospel   John 19.25b-27 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, 
here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from 

that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Once the Sermon has been introduced please sit 
 

Sermon   The Reverend Nigel Genders,  

  Chief Education Officer for the Church of England and  
  General Secretary of the National Society 

  

Following the Sermon please stand  
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The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven   

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

  Please kneel or sit when the President says ‘Let us pray’ 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

This response is used 
 

God of love,  
hear our prayer.  

        
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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The choir sings   
 

The Motet 
 
Ave, verum corpus 

Natum de Maria Virgine, 
Vere passum immolatum 

In cruce pro homine, 
Cuius latus perforatum 

Unda fluxit et sanguine, 
Esto nobis praegustatum 

In mortis examine. 
O dulcis, O pie, 

O Jesu, fili Mariae. 
Miserere mei. Amen. 

Hail, true Body, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
who, having truly suffered, 

was sacrificed on the cross for humankind, 
whose pierced side 

flowed with water and blood: 
May it be for us a foretaste  

in the trial of death. 
O sweet Jesus, O holy Jesus, 

O Jesus, son of Mary, 
have mercy on me. Amen. 

 

Words: 13th Century Eucharistic Hymn              Music: Wolfgang Mozart (1756-91) 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Peace 
 

Stand 
 

The President says 
 

Since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Members of the congregation greet one another. Please be respectful of 

others’ safety and their desire to keep distance.   
 

Remain standing to sing 
 

The Offertory Hymn during which the table is prepared and the 

gifts of the people are gathered and presented. 
 

If you would prefer to give by text-message: 

 To give £5 – text SERVICE to 70560 
 To give £10 – text SERVICE to 70580 

*In addition to any text donation, you will incur your standard network message charge.  

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/pius
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   At the name of Jesus 

   every knee shall bow, 

   every tongue confess him 
   King of glory now: 

   'tis the Father's pleasure 
   we should call him Lord, 

   who from the beginning 
   was the mighty Word. 
 

   2At his voice creation 

   sprang at once to sight, 

   all the angel faces, 
   all the hosts of light, 

   thrones and dominations, 
   stars upon their way, 

   all the heavenly orders, 
   in their great array. 
 

  3Humbled for a season, 

   to receive a name 

   from the lips of sinners 
   unto whom he came, 

   faithfully he bore it 
   spotless to the last, 

   brought it back victorious, 
   when from death he passed: 
 

   7Surely, this Lord Jesus 
     shall return again, 

     with his Father’s glory, 
     with his angel train; 

     for all wreaths of empire  
     meet upon his brow, 

     and our hearts confess him 
     King of glory now. 

 

Words: Caroline Maria Noel (1817-77)  Tune: EVELYNS  AM 593ii  
 

The President takes the bread and wine and praises God for his gifts  
 

God of our journey, as we walk with you on your path of obedience, 

sustain us on our way and lead us to your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

   4Bore it up triumphant 
   with its human light, 

   through all ranks of creatures, 
   to the central height, 

   to the throne of Godhead, 

   to the Father's breast; 
   filled it with the glory 

   of that perfect rest. 
 

   5Name him, Christians, name him, 
   with love strong as death, 

   but with awe and wonder 
   and with bated breath: 

   he is God the Saviour, 

   he is Christ the Lord, 
   ever to be worshipped, 

   trusted, and adored. 
 

   6In your hearts enthrone him; 
   there let him subdue 

   all that is not holy, 

   all that is not true: 
   crown him as your Captain 

   in temptation’s hour; 
   let his will enfold you 

   in its light and power. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The President praises God for his mighty acts 

 

Blessed are you, Lord God, 

our light and our salvation; 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the beginning you have created all things 

and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 

In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 
the crown of all creation. 

You give us breath and speech,  

that with angels and archangels 
and all the powers of heaven  

we may find a voice to sing your praise: 
 

The choir sings 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.   

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.   
Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

The President recalls the Last Supper 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 
 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

Jesus Christ is Lord: 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

you have set us free. 

You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day  

when your kingdom comes  

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people,  

gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints  

to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The President says  
 

As we join our prayers with the Church Universal, so we say, 

each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
 

Notre Père… 

 
Vater Unser… 

 
Onze Vader… 

 
Padre Nuestro… 

 
Ojcze Nasz… 

 

Baba Yetu… 
 

E to matou Matua… 
 
Ein Tad… 
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Remain standing for  
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The President says 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

Sit as the President and other ministers begin 
 

The Distribution of Communion 
 

Please come up for Communion as directed by the stewards. All who are 
regular communicants in their own tradition are welcome to receive the 

sacrament. If you are not a communicant, you are welcome to come 

forward at this point in the service to receive a blessing, keeping your 
hands to your sides. Please ask the priest if you need a gluten-free host. 
 

We have returned to offering the chalice at the time of Communion, but 

please do not feel any pressure to receive from the common cup, as the 

Church teaches that the Sacrament is received fully in one kind. We 
request that you do not intinct (dip) your host in the wine but either 

take a sip from the cup or remain with your head bowed.  This is for the 

reasons of good hygiene. 
 

If you wish to receive communion without climbing the steps to the High 

Altar, please join the line for the station in the North-East Transept. 
 

We keep a prayerful silence during Communion to allow others to 
prepare to receive the sacrament or pray afterwards. 
 

During Communion, the choir sings the Agnus Dei  
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Stand as the President says  
 

Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, 

as a mother feeds her children at the breast 

you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: 
help us who have tasted your goodness 

to grow in grace within the household of faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

All then say 
 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 

During the singing of the final hymn, members of Sunday Club will 

distribute Mothering Sunday posies. 
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The Dismissal  
 

 
    

 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

 whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy, 
 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

   2Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
 whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 

 be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 

 your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

   3Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 

 be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

   4Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

 whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,  
 be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 

Words: Joyce Placzek (Jan Struther) (1901-53)             Tune: SLANE AM 713 

             

The President says 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,  
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  

 

Organ Voluntary   Marco Bossi (1861-1925), Étude symphonique 
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Tea and coffee will be served in the Lodge following this 
morning’s Eucharist. All are very welcome.  

 

Kindly supported by the Friends of Canterbury Cathedral. 
 

To find out more about the Friends visit: 

www.canterbury-cathedral.org/support-us/friends 

 


