Appendix A
Theological Approach

‘Every human being has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of
male and female in God’s own image and likeness. Christians see this potential fulfilled
by God’s recreation of us in Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all
people as bearing the image of God and therefore to protect them from harm. Christ
saw children as demonstrating a full relationship with God. He gave them status, time
and respect.

The Churchis intended to be a place where individuals, including those who are hurt
and damaged, may find healing and wholeness. Itis our calling to be agents of healing
and recovery in such a way that enables all who have suffered from abuse to lead lives
with dignity in a context that is as safe as possible.

As individual Christians and as part of the Church, our vocation is to reflect the
character of God. We are called to welcome and care for the oppressed, the
marginalised, and the victims of injustice. Safeguarding good practice concerns the
development of safer expressions of care to all and underpins the love and welcome of
God.

The Church must hold in tension concerns for both justice and compassion.
Nevertheless, those who have suffered child abuse have sometimes found an
unsympathetic hearing. They may be disbelieved, discouraged and damaged further.
Some people may side with the alleged perpetrator. This occurs in all parts of society,
butitis particularly hurtful when it occurs within the Church.

Because redemption and the possibility of forgiveness are so central to the gospel, the
Church is not only well equipped to assist in the rehabilitation of offenders, butitis also
challenged by the issues their presence raises for us.

Our congregations can be a refuge for those who have perpetrated abuse but are
seeking help in maintaining a non-abusive way of life. We have also to be aware that
some who abuse may see church membership as an opportunity to be close to children
orvulnerable parents in order to continue their abusive patterns of behaviour.
Experience shows that whether penitent or not, those who abuse need supportin taking
responsibility for their own actions and in stopping their abusive behaviour: in addition,
of course, the vulnerable need protection from them.’



