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Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Service 
 
Canterbury Cathedral is the seat of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 

cathedral church of the Diocese of Canterbury, the mother church of the 

Anglican Communion, and a place of pilgrimage welcoming visitors from 
across the world.  

 

For over fourteen hundred years God has been worshipped here. With its 
roots in the Benedictine tradition, the ongoing daily pattern of Morning 

and Evening Prayer and Eucharist (or Holy Communion) continues the 

prayers and praises of countless generations in this Cathedral.  
 

We welcome you today to share in this special service of Choral Evensong 

to celebrate this year’s Canterbury Festival, the largest festival of arts and 

culture in the South East. Every year the Festival works closely with the 

Cathedral throughout the two week period. 

 
 

 
We are grateful to the Canterbury Chamber Choir for singing this service 

 

 
 

 
    Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or 

sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services. 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 
   An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the 

Cathedral. Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T. 

 
 

  Large print orders of service are available from the 

stewards and virgers. Please ask. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

All stand as the choir and clergy enter the Quire 
 

Remain standing as a welcome is offered  
 

The Cantor and choir sing the Preces 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips 

and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

       Music: Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-85) 
 

Sit as the choir sings 
 

Psalm 149 
  

O sing unto the Lord a new song :  

let the congregation of saints praise him. 
 

Let Israel rejoice in him that made him :  

and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King. 
 

Let them praise his Name in the dance :  

let them sing praises unto him with tabret and harp. 
 

For the Lord hath pleasure in his people :  
and helpeth the meek-hearted. 
 

Let the saints be joyful with glory :  
let them rejoice in their beds. 
 

Let the praises of God be in their mouth :  
and a two-edged sword in their hands; 
 

To be avenged of the heathen :  

and to rebuke the people; 
 

To bind their kings in chains :  

and their nobles with links of iron. 
 

That they may be avenged of them, as it is written :  

Such honour have all his saints. 
 

Stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading   Nehemiah 8. 9-18 

Read by Keith Mander, Chairman of the Canterbury Festival 
 

Stand as the choir sings 
 

Magnificat 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord :  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded :  

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth :  

all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  

and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him :  

throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end.  Amen.       
       

     Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625), Second Service 
 

Sit 
 

New Testament Reading     John 16. 1-11 

 
Stand as the choir sings 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 
according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end.  Amen. 
 

Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625), Second Service 
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Turn East and say together the 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the holy catholick Church;  

the communion of saints;  

the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Cantor and choir sing the Versicles and Responses  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Sit or kneel 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save the King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
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Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

        Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-85) 
 

The Collects 
 

Lord, we beseech thee, grant thy people grace to withstand the 

temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts 

and minds to follow thee the only God; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 

do proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot 
give; that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and 

also that, by thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may 

pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. Amen. 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy 
only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Sit as the choir sings 

 

Anthem    
 

This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 
And he confessed and denied not, and said plainly, I am not the Christ. 

And they asked him, What art thou then? Art thou Elias?  
And he said, I am not.  

Art thou the prophet?  
And he answered, No. 

Then said they unto him, What art thou? that we may give an answer unto 
them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 

And he said, I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
Make straight the way of the Lord. 
 

Words: John 1. 19-23                                             Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 
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Sit or kneel 
 

Prayers  led by the Minor Canon, concluding with 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with us all evermore.  
Amen. 
 

Stand to sing 
 

Hymn   during which a collection is received 

 
 

 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, 
 to his feet thy tribute bring; 

 ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
 who like me his praise should sing? 

 Alleluia, alleluia, 

 praise the everlasting King. 
 
   2Praise him for his grace and favour 
 to our fathers in distress; 

 praise him still the same for ever, 
 slow to chide, and swift to bless: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 glorious in his faithfulness. 

 
                                  5Angels, help us to adore him; 

                                ye behold him face to face; 
                                sun and moon, bow down before him, 

                                dwellers all in time and space: 
                                Alleluia, alleluia,                                  

                                   praise with us the God of grace. 
 

Words: H F Lyte (1793-1847)     Tune: PRAISE MY SOUL     AM 766 
 

Remain standing for 
 

The Blessing 
 

All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  
 

Organ Voluntary       

3Father-like, he tends and spares us; 
 well our feeble frame he knows; 

 in his hand he gently bears us,  
 rescues us from all our foes: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 widely as his mercy flows. 

 
4Frail as summer’s flower we flourish; 

 blows the wind and it is gone; 
 but, while mortals rise and perish, 

 God endures unchanging on: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, 

 praise the high eternal One. 


