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THE CATHEDRAL AND METROPOLITICAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, CANTERBURY

Choral Evensong

with the Admission of the Vesturer
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Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Service

Canterbury Cathedral is the seat of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
cathedral church of the Diocese of Canterbury, the mother church of the
Anglican Communion, and a place of pilgrimage welcoming visitors from
across the world.

For over fourteen hundred years God has been worshipped here. With its
roots in the Benedictine tradition, the ongoing daily pattern of morning
and evening prayer and Eucharist (or Holy Communion) continues the
prayers and praises of countless generations in this Cathedral. We
welcome you today to share in this continuing rhythm of worship in this
service of Choral Evensong.

Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or
sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services.
Thank you for your co-operation.

An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the
Cathedral. Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T.

La rge print orders of service are available from the

stewards and virgers. Please ask.
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Some material included in this service is copyright:
© The Archbishops' Council 2000
© The Crown/Cambridge University Press:
The Book of Common Prayer (1662)

Hymns and songs reproduced under CCLI number: 1031280

Produced by the Music & Liturgy Department:
precentor@canterbury-cathedral.org
01227 865281
www.canterbury-cathedral.org




ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand as the choir and clergy enter the Quire

Remain standing
The Minor Canon and choir sing the Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music: Matthew Martin (b.1976)
Sit as the choir sings

Psalm 72.1-7

Give the King thy judgements, O God :
and thy righteousness unto the King's son.

Then shall he judge thy people according unto right :
and defend the poor.

The mountains also shall bring peace :
and the little hills righteousness unto the people.

He shall keep the simple folk by their right :
defend the children of the poor, and punish the wrong-doer.

They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon endureth :
from one generation to another.

He shall come down like the rain into a fleece of wool :
even as the drops that water the earth.

In his time shall the righteous flourish :
yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon endureth.

Stand

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.



Sit
Old Testament Reading 1 Samuel 8.4-20

All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at
Ramah, and said to him, ‘You are old and your sons do not follow in your
ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” But
the thing displeased Samuel when they said, ‘Give us a king to govern us.’
Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Listen to the
voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected
you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. Just as they
have done to me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day,
forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. Now
then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show
them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.’

So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were
asking him for a king. He said, ‘These will be the ways of the king who will
reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots
and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; and he will appoint
for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and
some to plough his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his
implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. He will take your
daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the best of
your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his
courtiers. He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and
give it to his officers and his courtiers. He will take your male and female
slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, and put them to his
work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his
slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you
have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.’
But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, ‘No! but
we are determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like
other nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and
fight our battles.’

The congregation remains seated

The Dean leaves her stall as the members of the Foundation stand

The Precentor Madam Dean and members of the Cathedral Foundation
and congregation, I present to you

Owen Harmer

to be admitted as Vesturer of
this Cathedral and Metropolitical Church.

The Dean I admit you as Vesturer of this Cathedral and
Metropolitical Church.
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We welcome you as Vesturer and pray that we may
assist your growth in Christ as you enrich our fellowship
together.

The congregation responds We welcome you.
The Dean says

God our Father, Lord of all the world, we thank you that through your Son
you have called us into the fellowship of your universal Church. Hear our
prayer for your faithful people that each in their vocation and ministry may
be an instrument of your love: and give to your servant Owen, now
admitted as Vesturer of this Cathedral and Metropolitical Church, the
needful gifts of grace, through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Members of the Foundation say the Foundation Prayer

Eternal God, you have brought us together into a noble company. We pray
for one another and for the holy Church of Canterbury; that in this house
of our most blessed Saviour, dignity of worship, preaching the faith and
holiness of life may for ever abound and thence be spread through all the
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Stand as the choir sings
Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord :

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded :

the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold, from henceforth :

all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :

and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him :

throughout all generations.

He hath shewed strength with his arm :

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat :

and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things :

and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.

Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983) Westminster Service
Sit
3



New Testament Reading John 18.33-37

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him,
‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your
own, or did others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, 'I am not a Jew, am
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.
What have you done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world.
If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to
keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is
not from here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You
say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to
my voice.’

Stand as the choir sings

Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :
according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;

Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.

Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983) Westminster Service



Turn East and say together the

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;

the holy catholick Church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Minor Canon and choir sing the Versicles and Responses

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.
Sit or kneel

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil. Amen.



O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Music: Matthew Martin (b.1976)

The Collects

STIR up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that
they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be
plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works
do proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot
give; that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and
also that, by thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ
our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy
only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.



Sit as the choir sings

Anthem

For the beauty of the earth,

For the beauty of the skies,

For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies,

Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn of praise.

For the beauty of the hour
Of the day and of the night,

Hill and vale and tree and flower,

Sun and moon and stars of light:
Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise

Words: F S Pierpoint (1835-1917)

Sit or kneel

Prayers

For the beauty of the earth

For the joy of human love,

Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild:
Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn of praise

For each perfect gift of thine,

To our race so freely given,

Graces human and divine,

Flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n:
Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn of praise

Music: John Rutter (b 1945)

led by the Precentor, concluding with

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with us all evermore.
Amen.



Stand to sing

Hymn

Christ triumphant, ever reigning,
Saviour, Master, King!

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining,
hear us as we sing:

Yours the glory and the crown,

the high renown, the eternal name.

2Word incarnate, truth revealing,
Son of Man on earth!
power and majesty concealing
by your humble birth:

3Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated,
victim crucified!

Death is through the cross defeated,
sinners justified:

4Priestly king, enthroned for ever
high in heaven above!

Sin and death and hell shall never
stifle hymns of love:

>So, our hearts and voices raising
through the ages long,

ceaselessly upon you gazing,

this shall be our song:

Yours the glory and the crown,

The high renown, the eternal name.

Words: Michael Saward (1932-2005) Tune: GUITING POWER AM 612
Blessing

All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart

Organ Voluntary Alfred Lefébure-Wély (1817-69), Sortie in E flat




