THE CATHEDRAL AND METROPOLITICAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, CANTERBURY

Choral Evensong

at the end of the Archbishop’s Pilgrimage
to Canterbury

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
22" March 2026
5.30pm

Quire



Welcome to Canterbury Cathedral for this Service

This service of Evensong marks the end of Archbishop Sarah’s pilgrimage from
London to Canterbury. At the end of the service, the Archbishop, with her
husband, Eamonn; chaplain, Richard; and the Cathedral’s Pilgrimage Officer,
Torin, all of whom completed the whole pilgrimage, will be blessed by the Dean.
Archbishop Sarah will then bless the Cathedral congregation and community for
the first time as Archbishop.

Livestreaming

This service will be livestreamed and you may be seen on camera,
although we will not deliberately take any close-ups of the congregation.
By attending you agree to be seen in this way.

If you have any concerns please speak to a member of the clergy.

Cover Image: tile (late 14t - early 15% century), showing a pilgrim with staff,
found and lifted from the South-West corner of the Great Cloister, 2019.

Health and Safety

Much of the present Cathedral was built hundreds of years ago. Whilst most of
the parts of this ancient cathedral that are normally open to the public are
easily accessible for all, the historic stone floor may be unpredictably uneven in
places, entry to some parts is via stone steps or access ramps of varying
gradients, and lighting levels may vary.

Please exercise due care and attention before, during and after the service and
move around with regard for your safety. The Cathedral is unable to accept

liability for any personal injury or damage to property unless this is due to our
own negligence.

B THE COLLECTION is an opportunity to give generously to Canterbury
\r =+ Cathedral in response to God’s generosity, and there are many ways to  [=] 51
N [617 give regularly. Use this QR code to make a donation.

“o- By cash or cheques payable to ‘Canterbury Cathedral’ in Gift Aid

PARISH envelopes - UK taxpayers please fill in the details on the envelope. Or

SCHEME VYou can give a one-off donation at one of our contactless donation
points in the South Transept after the service.

Please ensure that mobile phones are switched off. No form of visual or
sound recording, or any form of photography, is permitted during Services.
Thank you for your co-operation.

An induction loop system for the hard of hearing is installed in the
Cathedral. Hearing aid users should adjust their aid to T.

La rge pri N orders of service are available from the stewards

and virgers. Please ask.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand to sing as the choir and clergy enter the Quire
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Who would true Valour see Whoso beset him round

let him come hither; with dismal stories,

one here will constant be, do but themselves confound;
come wind, come weather; his strength the more is.
here's no discouragement No lion can him fright;

shall make him once relent he'll with a giant fight,

his first avowed intent but he will have a right

to be a pilgrim. to be a pilgrim.

3Hobgoblin, nor foul fiend,
can daunt his Spirit:

he knows, he at the end,
shall life inherit.

Then, fancies fly away;

he'll fear not what men say;
he'll labour night and day
to be a pilgrim.

Words: John Bunyan (1628-88) Tune: MONK'’S GATE AM 823

A welcome is offered
The Precentor and choir sing the Preces

O Lord, open thou our lips
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.

The Lord’s name be praised.
Music: Plainchant



Sit as the choir sings

Psalm 30

I will magnify thee, O Lord, for thou hast set me up :
and not made my foes to triumph over me.

O Lord my God, I cried unto thee :
and thou hast healed me.

Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell :
thou hast kept my life from them that go down to the pit.

Sing praises unto the Lord, O ye saints of his :
and give thanks unto him for a remembrance of his holiness.

For his wrath endureth but the twinkling of an eye, and in his pleasure is life :
heaviness may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be removed :
thou, Lord, of thy goodness hast made my hill so strong.

Thou didst turn thy face from me :
and I was troubled.

Then cried I unto thee, O Lord :
and gat me to my Lord right humbly.

What profit is there in my blood :
when I go down to the pit?

Shall the dust give thanks unto thee :
or shall it declare thy truth?

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me :
Lord, be thou my helper.

Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy :
thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness.

Therefore shall every good man sing of thy praise without ceasing :
O my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever.

Stand

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Lamentations 3.19-33

The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall!
My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me.
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is
good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. It is good for
one to bear the yoke in youth, to sit alone in silence when the Lord has
imposed it, to put one’s mouth to the dust (there may yet be hope), to give
one’s cheek to the smiter, and be filled with insults.

For the Lord will not reject for ever. Although he causes grief, he will have
compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not
willingly afflict or grieve anyone.

Stand as the choir sings
Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord :

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded :

the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold, from henceforth :

all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :

and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him :

throughout all generations.

He hath shewed strength with his arm :

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat :

and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things :

and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.

Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625), Short service
Sit



New Testament Reading Matthew 20.17-34

While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by
themselves, and said to them on the way, ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and scribes, and
they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles
to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and on the third day he will be raised.’
Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and
kneeling before him, she asked a favour of him. And he said to her, ‘What do
you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one
at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.’ But Jesus answered,
‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am
about to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We are able.” He said to them, ‘You will
indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not
mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.’
When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus called
them to him and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you;
but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just as the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many.’

As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. There were two blind
men sitting by the roadside. When they heard that Jesus was passing by, they
shouted, ‘Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!’ The crowd sternly ordered
them to be quiet; but they shouted even more loudly, ‘Have mercy on us,
Lord, Son of David!” Jesus stood still and called them, saying, ‘What do you
want me to do for you?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, let our eyes be

opened.” Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they
regained their sight and followed him.

Stand as the choir sings

Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :
according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;

Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :

world without end. Amen.
Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625), Short service



Turn East and say together the

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand

of God the Father almighty;

from thence he shall come

to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;

the holy catholick Church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

The Precentor and choir sing the Versicles and Responses

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Sit or kneel

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

Amen.



O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the King.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Music: Plainchant

The Collects

We beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy people; that by
thy great goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in
body and soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and
dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: Create and make in us new
and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging
our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do
proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that
both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by
thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sit as the choir sings

Anthem

O Lord, rebuke me not in thine indignation, neither chasten me in thy
displeasure. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak; O Lord, heal me, for
my bones are vexed. My soul also is sore troubled; but, Lord, how long wilt
thou punish me? Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my soul; O save me for thy
mercy’s sake. Amen

Words: Psalm 6.1-4 Music: William Croft (1678-1727)

Sit or kneel



Prayers led by the Precentor, concluding with

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all evermore.

Amen.

Stand to sing, during which a collection will be taken.
If you would prefer to give electronically, please use
the QR code.

During the singing of the hymn, Archbishop Sarah, Eamonn, Richard and
Torin will go to the High Altar with the Dean
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Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,

whose trust, ever childlike, no cares can destroy,

be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

’Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

“Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,

whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,

your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Words: Joyce Placzek (Jan Struther) (1901-53) Tune: SLANE AM 713

Once the collection has been received and offered, the Dean says words
of thanksgiving and blessing upon Archbishop Sarah, Eamonn, Richard,
and Torin, at the end of their pilgrimage to Canterbury

After these prayers, the Archbishop will give the blessing
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Blessing

May the Father,

who so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
bring you by faith to his eternal life.

Amen.

May Christ,

who accepted the cup of sacrifice

in obedience to the Father’s will,

keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of his cross.
Amen.

May the Spirit,

who strengthens us to suffer with Christ
that we may share his glory,

set your minds on life and peace.
Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart

Organ Voluntary
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