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The New Kent History Centre and Library 

Building work on the new Kent History Centre is now officially under way. On  

Friday 26th February there was a short ground breaking ceremony followed by the 

signing of the official agreement with the developer Bouygues. Canon Christopher 

Irvine represented the Dean & Chapter at the ceremony. 

The building, which will be built in James Whatman Way in Maidstone, was 

granted planning permission last October. It will cost £12 million paid for partly by 

KCC capital funding and partly by allowing the developer to build residential  

properties. Work on the site will begin in earnest in March 2010 with a prospective 

opening date of Spring 2012. 

The new building will have a community history area, archive searchroom, digital 

studio and conservation suite. The new archive repositories will provide a state of 

the art storage area for the 14 kms of collections which include some of Kentôs 

most important historic documents. These include the records of the ancient  

boroughs dating back to the 13th century and parish records dating back to the 

16th century. In addition there are nationally important documents such as King 

Withredôs Charter 699 a.d., Jane Austen letters and a letter by Admiral Nelson 

from aboard the Victory.  

A new library for Maidstone, combining the Maidstone District Library and the 

County Central Library at Springfield, will share the site. 

The new building will provide an exciting opportunity to introduce more people to 

the history of the county and to encourage them to find out more. It will be a hub 

for Kentôs history and culture and will ensure the historic collections can be  

enjoyed by generations to come. 

Stuart Bligh,  
Archives and Local History Service Manager, KCC 

Artistôs impression of the Kent History and Library Centre, view looking west at the side of the 
new building 


