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CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL

The New Kent History Centre and Library

o Building work on the new Kent History Centre is now officially under way. On

Friday 26™ February there was a short ground breaking ceremony followed by the

9 signing of the official agreement with the developer Bouygues. Canon Christopher
! Irvine represented the Dean & Chapter at the ceremony.

#f The building, which will be built in James Whatman Way in Maidstone, was
| granted planning permission last October. It will cost £12 million paid for partly by

KCC capital funding and partly by allowing the developer to build residential
properties. Work on the site will begin in earnest in March 2010 with a prospective
opening date of Spring 2012.

The new building will have a community history area, archive searchroom, digital
studio and conservation suite. The new archive repositories will provide a state of
the art storage area for the 14 kms
most important historic documents. These include the records of the ancient
boroughs dating back to the 13" century and parish records dating back to the
16™ century. In addition there are nationally important documents such as King
Withredbés Charter 699 a.d., Jane Aus
from aboard the Victory.

A new library for Maidstone, combining the Maidstone District Library and the
County Central Library at Springfield, will share the site.

The new building will provide an exciting opportunity to introduce more people to
the history of the county and to encourage them to find out more. It will be a hub
for Kent 6s hi story and culture and
enjoyed by generations to come.

Stuart Bligh,
Archives and Local History Service Manager, KCC

Artistds impression of the Kent History and
new building
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Herbals are accounts of plants and their culinary and medicinal properties. Some are extremely
extensive and as well as listing the properties of each plant many include illustrations. This was
particularly useful in an essentially non-literate society. The earliest lists survive from Egyptian times
when remedies containing opium poppy, mandrake and hellebore were in use. The master of herbal
lore and pharmacology was Dioscorides who published his Materia Medica in the first century AD. He
lists 500 plants, 44 of which were still in use in the twentieth century, although only about a quarter of
these were subsequently found to have any definite pharmacological action. The expansion of the
Roman Empire was instrumental in spreading herbal expertise as surgeons and herbalists travelled
with their armies. Many monastic libraries preserved herbals by copying the old texts, although the
church disliked the pagan superstition attached to the herbs and their use.
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William Turner, A New Herball ,1551

H/G-30-20 © Canterbury Cathedral Library William Turner (c1508-1568) was a natural historian, physician

and clergyman. He published the first part of his herbal, of
which the Cathedral holds a copy, in 1551. It was the first herbal to be  uuviginians fue rirginismorme pigpen,
written in English, making it more accessible to a greater number of oo
people. Turner was a Protestant and fell foul of the Catholic Mary
Tudor. He was exiled and many of his books destroyed. He returned to
the English court under Elizabeth and published the next two parts of his
herbal. He became known as the Father of English Botany as the books
were the first to be published with a scientific basis, not using the
ancient folklore that had been handed down over the centuries.

John Gerard (1545-1612) studied medicine and travelled widely in
Scandinavia and Russia. In 1562 he was apprenticed to Alexander
Mason, a surgeon in a large practice, where he became known as a
skilled herbalist. The Herbal appeared in 1597. It contains more than
1800 woodcuts, and includes many of Gerard's own remarks. Although
claiming the book to be for purely scientific purposes, in it he accepts

and cites much contemporary folklore. It also contains the first known The Virginia Potato.
picture of a potato! John Gerard, The Herball or
Generall Historie of Plantes, 1597

Sarah Gray H/G-30-21

© Canterbury Cathedral Library




Wingham Village in Spring

You cannot imagine how joyous it was to the children in the village once the first warm flush of Spring had
arrived. The bitter winds and snow were now a passing encumbrance to our lives and we all enjoyed
going out to play and watching the rapidly changing scenery around the village. The Horse Chestnuts
were displaying their rich new foliage, which would evolve into a splendid canopy over part of the High
Street, affording some dappled shade from the later baking sunshine. Our primary concern was the state
of the river that flowed beneath Bridge Street. As we passed by each day we could see the changes in the
river as the stormy, winterds, smokey, brown s
over the pebbles and shingle of the bed beneath. The rich fronds of water weed were now extending down

ud

stream, |l i ke the radiant tresses of water mai deno

darting back and forth with the gentle flowing of the water.

Along the banks we could see the moorhens making sudden dashes into the clear waters in search
of instant food. Sometimes there would pass by a small flotilla of ducks with their new brood of ducklings,
forming a grand water carnival as they glided up stream. As they gently punched the water they formed
tiny bow waves, which fanned out behind them then gently dissipated as they tumbled into the reedy
banks on either side. Out across the water meadows, towards Ickham and Well, we could hear the chatter
and occasional splutter of a farm tractor as it plied its labour in the distant fields. Everywhere life was
becoming extremely busy. The odd strands of barley straw blown into the hedgerows during the earlier
months were hastily, and thankfully, being taken away by the beak-load as starlings, sparrows and the
like, made great use of the available materials for their new nests.

So once more Spring was upon us. The sun was warming the soil, the seeds were germinating in
the hedgerows, gardens and fields, the birds were in choral rhapsody and it was just a joy to be living here
and once again looking forward to the high summer with the Garden Fétes and Annual Flower Show.

A.W. Beeching
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Kazuo Ishiguro in conversation

In a very special one-off event Booker-Prize winning author Kazuo Ishiguro will be discussing his work on
the 24™ March 2010 from 7pm, at Augustine House, Canterbury. This is a unique opportunity to hear Ka-
zuo Ishiguro in conversation discussing all his work, including the novels Never Let Me Go and The Re-
mains of the Day, plus his most recent book Nocturnes. He will be available after the event to sign copies
of his work.

Kazuo Ishiguro was born in Japan in 1954 and has lived in Britain since the age of five. His best-selling
novels have won him international acclaim and many honours, including the Booker Prize, the Whitbread
Book of the Year Award, an OBE for Services to Literature. The Remains of the Day was adapted into an
award-winning film starring Emma Thompson and Anthony Hopkins. The film version of Never Let Me Go
is due for release in autumn 2010.

Kazuo Ishiguro was describedas 6 an ori gi nal and r e MNew Yora Bilhes and Blaver
LetMeGoas Ot he yearés most extr aoSumbdaydlismesy novel &6 by

Kazuo Ishiguro will be in conversation with Andrew McGuiness, the author of award-winning fiction, history,
poetry and literary criticism, including his recent debut novel, A Portrait of the Arsonist as a Young Man.
He is currently Associate Lecturer in Creative Writing at Kent University and at Canterbury Christ Church
University.

For further details or for free tickets please contact Canterbury Christ Church University Library, Augustine
House, Canterbury Public Library, Pound Lane or

Wa



James | 06s Chas

September 8 1608 was an auspicious day in Canterbury. The new
charter granted to King James | had arrived. However, there
appear to have been few rejoicings. It had been a hard-won and
extremely expensive fight to obtain the charter.

In 1603, James Stewart succeeded to the throne of England,
France and Ireland, and many Scots came south with him, among
them James Chambers, who appears to have encouraged the
mayor to believe that King Ja
lords of his privy Counsell had graciously and freely graunted the
renewing of the same charteréd
solve some of the problems relating to the trial of Robert Ladd,
servant to Mr. John Denne, who had been indicted of murder and
removed to London on a writ of habeas corpus so that the case
could be heard in the court of Star Chamber™.

Mr. Denne appears to have been furious that the case was moved
out of Canterbury and twice opposed the granting of the new charter. He presented
a renewed petition to the King inform
colour of Confurmacionéof their ould C
newe Charter an addicion of diverse ne
with their case.

Three times the mayor and aldermen went before the privy council to argue their
case at a cost of £85-16s-10d, and this was in addition to the removal of Robert
Ladd to London which had already cost £29.18s.3d. A further £79.16s.6d was spent
in preferring a bill of complaint against John Denne by the mayor and nine of the
al der men. Neither Denneds petition ng¢
complaints were said to be private matters between the parties. A final hearing was
held before the Lord Chancellor and Lord Wootton? who decided against Mr. Denne.

Both Thomas Paramore (mayor in 1607) and William Watmer (mayor in 1608) spent
many days in London on the case and the renewal of the Charter. Mr. Watmer
claimed £126.6s.6d for ten journeys and the cost of staying 83 days in London. Sixty
pounds of this money was paid out when the new charter was finished and signed
by the Kingdbs attorney.

Despite its late date, this charter is one of the most important ever obtained by the
city. Its terms were: that the city was made free of itself; was empowered to
purchase further land and property to the value of £40; the corporation was to
consist of a mayor, 12 aldermen and 24 common councilmen?®; Sir John Boys was
appointed first recorder of the city by the King”; the office of town clerk was made
official and Robert Railton was appointed®. Finally the mayor was granted the
privilege of appointing a swordbearer
bl ade, covered, everywhere within the
remained in force until 1835.

The finished charter was brought from London to Canterbury by Mr. Milton and the
new sword to Mr. Cartwright at a further cost of £74-8s4d.

The whole project had cost the city £379-13s.4d including the new sword which it
was noted had cost £10-6s.0d, and naturally the mayor and aldermen sought to
recoup at least half this expenditure by means of a royal charter tax on the citizens.
In the final court, despite the projected return of some £185, by July 1609 only
£72-13-7d had been collected from the six wards’.

Apart from its political interest this charter is of great aesthetic interest. There is an
excellent and recognisable portrait of James |, bearded and wearing a hat, seated
on his throne, holding the orb and sceptre. And apart from other royal symbols and
coats of arms, around all the borders of all three membranes an artist has painted a
natural history of the countryside around Canterbury. There are flowers, fruits, birds,
butterflies, a cricket, a snail, a green frog and a black rat. Some of the work is so
good it may have been done by a naturalist or even a gardener.
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