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CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL

John Deane 180@884, A Royal Society Member

John Deane was baptised on 2 May 1800 at St Nicholas, Deptford. Together with
4 his brother, Charles, he went to school at the Royal Hospital School at Greenwich
land was apprenticed to a shipds captai

firemands hel met with a supply of air

The idea allegedly came to him in an incident where he used a medieval helmet to

rescue horses from a stable fire. Their first successful salvage operation was in
1829, and popularity followed especially after June 1836, upon the discovery of the

# wr eck of Henry MdrylRoskdostinlls45 dtéris pecovete@ from the

ship were exhibited in London, with some bought by Major Powell-Cotton of Quex
Park. However, the wreck site was subsequently lost until it was rediscovered by
modern side-scan sonar and raised in 1971.

John published his Met hod of Using Deaneo6s inPl836e n1

described as the worldodos first diving
had written Submarine Researches. These were the first books on diving using a
helmet rather than a diving bell. By this time John was living in Whitstable, a
well-known centre of marine salvage in the early 19" century, and married his first
wife Agnes Norris in 1844. John was to find success in the 1840s and 1850s with
prestigious grants and appointments, such as that of chief submarine engineer
during the Crimean War. Despite the risks, huge amounts of money running into
hundreds of thousands
of pounds could be
made from salvage of
coins, artefacts, jewels
and property. However,
disputes often followed
and fortunes could be
easily lost in expensive
litigation.

John Deane retired at
the age of 56, married
for a third and final time,
and died at Ramsgate in
July 1884.
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An article from the

[llustrated London News

shows two examples of

diving-dress  exhibited

and trialled in front of

Prince Napoleon, 1855.

On the left, Augustus

Si ebebs suit was t he
standard until the

196006s.

Toby Huitson,
Canterbury Cathedral
Archives

lllustrated London News, number 771 Vol. 27. 24th November 1855. H/Yy/7/8

© Canterbury Cathedral Library

m



